








The Drinking Horse Mountain 
Trail was designated as a 
National Recreation Trail this 
year. The loop trail climbs 700 

feet from Bridger Creek through 
diverse vegetation and terrain, to the 
summit of Drinking Horse Mountain. 
A covered bridge serves as a beautiful 
gateway for the trail and rewards the 
hiker with spectacular views of the 
Gallatin Valley, Bridger Canyon, and 
surrounding mountain ranges

The dream of building the Drinking 
Horse Mountain Trail began in 2001 
when the White family generously 
donated a 40-acre parcel of land includ-
ing the top of the mountain to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The Gallatin 
Valley Land Trust, a local nonprofit, 
partnered with the U.S. Forest Service 
and the USFWS to create the trail. 
Over the course of eight years, the land 
trust spearheaded efforts to design, 
permit, fund, and construct the trail, 
including a unique bridge crossing 
Bridger Creek below the mountain. The 
trail was opened to the public in 2008 
and the bridge was completed in 2009, 
thanks to the tremendous support and 
generosity of many local businesses, 
private donors, and volunteers from 
the Bozeman area who contributed 
over $220,000 of cash and in-kind dona-
tions.
Open to the public for only a little over 
a year, the trail is quickly becoming one 
of the most popular trails in the Galla-
tin Valley thanks to its location within a 

5 minute drive of downtown Bozeman, 
its easy access and the high quality 
experience it provides in a conveniently 
moderate distance. 
From willows and cottonwoods along 
Bridger Creek, to rocky outcrops, ever-
green forest, and wildflower decorated 
hillsides, the Drinking Horse Mountain 
Trail offers great variety in a 2.2 mile 
figure-eight loop. The variety of vegeta-
tion provides a great opportunity for 
wildlife viewing, bird watching, and 
the study of nature. The figure-eight 
trail design has a steep route for those 
who desire more intense aerobic exer-
cise and an easier path for those who 
seek a leisurely stroll.
Read about 30 more National 
Recreation Trails designated in 2010 
at www.AmericanTrails.org/
nationalrecreationtrails.
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The Kevin Mundy Memorial Bridge, built with funds and labor from volunteers
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