The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails
NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations is May 31, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~
AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)
_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award
_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


__X__ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)
NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization):   BILL QUEEN  
Contact Name (if different than above): Bill Currey
Title: President 


Representing:  Coal River Group
Address:  Post Office Box 363 

City: St. Albans



 State:  WV
 Zip:  25177 
Phone: 304.727.0660



Fax: ________________________________ 

Email:   currey@CURREYREALTY.COM 

Website: www.coalrivergroup.com
NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  Robinson



 First Name:  Bill
Title:  State Trail Coordinator

Representing: WV Department of Transportation
Address:  Building 5, Room 863, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East 

City: Charleston


 State: WV
 
Zip: 25305-0430 

Phone: 304.558.9615



 Fax:  304.558.3783 

Email:  Bill.C.Robinson@dot.state.wv.us 

Website: http://www.wvdot.com/3_roadways/rp/3d5_trails.htm
BILL QUEEN, THE WALHONDE WATER TRAIL

I am nominating Bill Queen, posthumously, for the 2008 Trail Worker award for West Virginia.  A few years ago, he and Bill Currey, decided to bring life back to the lazy river that flowed past their homes.  They knew they could not do it on their own, as they began to organize their efforts the Coal River Group was born. 

Today the Coal River Group is a non-profit organization formed to preserve and protect the rivers, preserve and interpret the history of the rivers and create recreational and economic opportunities, develop tourism and encourage recreation in the Coal River Watershed in Boone, Lincoln and Kanawha counties of southern West Virginia.  The Big, Little and Coal rivers drain about 849 square miles of land rich in history and the source of much of the coal and timber that made the Kanawha Valley a great industrial center for over a century.  In 2004, the Coal River was listed as one of the ten most endangered rivers in the country.

Early on, the organization realized the best way to get people to appreciate the rivers was to get people in and on the rivers.  To do this they created the Walhonde Water Trail, eighty-eight miles of water from Whitesville on the Big Coal River and Danville on the Little Coal River to St. Albans at the mouth of Coal River.  Bill Queen served as Vice President of the Group and Walhonde Water Trail Development Chairman.  

Before his recent death, Bill Queen stated "The name Walhonde is a shorter version of Walondesippi, which was what the Delaware Indians called the Coal Rivers.” Queen was a driving force in the development of the Trail system. He personally paddled all of the Coal Rivers (100 miles) and has pinpointed all of the access sites and developed detailed plans for implementing the trail system.
When Bill Queen learned no agency in West Virginia had the authority to designate a stream as a water trail, he got the WV Division of Natural Resources to give them a letter acknowledging the Walhonde Water Trail existed.  After four years of hard work and thousands of hours of volunteer time but southern West Virginia has a sanctioned Water Recreation Trail.  Partly because of these difficulties, the WV Recreational Trail Advisory Board is addressing this issue and may adopt criteria for designating water trails at their spring meeting. 

Under Bill Queen’s leadership, the Group has had signs installed directing visitors to the public access points that already exist along the rivers and pointing out the historic locks and dams that were used until shortly before the Civil War to bring coal and timber out of the Coal River watershed.  To publicize the water trail the Group developed a trail map and brochure (see copy enclosed) and has created an annual “Tour de Coal” float trip down the lower eleven miles of the Coal River.  This leisurely trip, from Upper Falls to the mouth at St. Albans, began with 44 canoes, kayaks and other boats the first year.  Over 165 boats and 200 people took the tour in 2007.   

Bill’s legacy doesn’t end there.  The group is continuing his long-term plans to compliment the water based trail system with a “Scenic Backways” system on roads that parallel the Big, Little and Lower Coal Rivers.  The concept of a water and Highway based trail system according to Queen "…will provide the three county region with a unified recreational based plan based on the Coal Rivers." He noted, "The growing tourism business coupled with the large (500,000) local population base makes the Coal River a natural resource that can help grow the regions economy."
Recently the Coal River Group has gotten informational kiosks installed at most of the existing access points, begun development and construction of a number of foot trails in parks along the river, new access points and portage trails around Upper Falls and Lower Falls of Coal River.
While some of this may have occurred without the direct involvement of Bill Queen, it would never have been done so complete or so soon as it has.  The Coal River watershed, the three county region and all of West Virginia owe Bill Queen a huge debt for his vision of what the Coal River could become and his tireless efforts on its behalf. 

