The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


__X__ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): ___Brian Detweiler_________________________
Contact Name (if different than above): _____________________________________________

Title: Chief Ranger / Interpretive_____ Representing:  _Occoneechee State Park_______________

Address:  1192 Occoneechee Park Road_______________________________________________

City:  ___Clarksville__________________________________ State:  _VA__ Zip:  _23927
Phone: __(434) 374-2210_________________Fax: ____________(434) 374-9243_____________
Email:  _brian.detweiler@dcr.virginia.gov_ Website: www.virginiastateparks.gov___________
NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  _Eastwood_______________________ First Name:  ____Patricia_____________

Title:  Visitor Services Specialist______ Representing: _Virginia State Parks District 5________

Address:  __Staunton River State Park, 1170 Staunton Trail_____________________________ 

City: ____Scottsburg____________________ State: ___VA_ Zip: _24589__________________ 

Phone: _(434) 572-4623__________________ Fax:  __(434) 572-4650_____________________ 

Email:  _patricia.eastwood@dcr.virginia.gov Website: _www.virginiastateparks.gov_________

2008 NATIONAL TRAIL AWARDS NOMINATION 

TRAIL WORKER AWARD 

Nominee: 

Brian Detweiler, Chief Ranger Interpreter 






Occoneechee State Park (Virginia)

Submitted by: 
Patricia Eastwood, Visitor Services Specialist






Virginia State Parks

Since joining the staff at Occoneechee State Park, Brian Detweiler has made great strides in adding new trail to the park, while maintaining almost 15 miles of existing trail. The addition of the Tutelo Birding Trail has been one of Brian’s most outstanding accomplishments. Through effective use of available resources, Brian has been able to enhance the existing trail system in the park.

Brian began work at Occoneechee State Park in February 2006 in the position of Chief Ranger – Interpreter. He came to Occoneechee from False Cape State Park where he held the position of Park Ranger. As Chief Ranger - Interpreter at Occoneechee, one of Brian’s major responsibilities became management of the park’s trail system.

Planning for the Tutelo Trail had begun in 2002, before Brian came on board. The initial impetus for this trail was during the development of Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries’ Birding and Wildlife Trail System, with Occoneechee included as a stop along the trail. The goal was to enhance the experience for visitors and provide additional opportunities for birding enthusiasts. 

Through Brian Detweiler’s leadership and hard work, the Tutelo Birding Trail at Occoneechee State Park is now a reality. The major work on the 1.3-mile trail was finished during the winter of 2007, including a wildlife observation deck. Brian oversaw construction, utilizing part-time and volunteer labor to assist with the trail work, including the Youth Conservation Corps crew assigned to Occoneechee during the summer of 2007. 

In addition to his work on the Tutelo Trail, Brian has taken a lead role in upgrading other trails at Occoneechee State Park. According to Park Manager, Scott Shanklin, Brian took on the responsibility for adding four new loops to the existing trail system. Now park visitors are able to connect to the parks’ trails with only minimal use of park roadways. Where trail users must cross the roads, shoulders were widened and trail access points were upgraded to accommodate all types of users. 

Trails were also extended to connect with the park’s cabin area and new equestrian campground, providing a more pleasurable experience for users while increasing safety. In addition, Brian has designed informational signs for new sections of trail, constructed new signposts, and completed all necessary requisitions to bring park signage up to new state park standards. 

A recent visitor to Occoneechee commented, “Most enjoyed the birding! Best was seeing bald eagles…birding trail was a great addition!” Thanks to Brian Detweiler’s dedication and commitment, the Tutelo Birding Trail will be available to many visitors for years to come.
