The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


__x__ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): ___Wade Colwell_________________________

Contact Name (if different than above): _____Connie Edmonston________________________

Title: _Director_________________ Representing:  _Fayetteville Parks and Recreation _______

Address:  _113 West Mountain ____________________________________________________

City:  _Fayetteville________________________________ State:  __AR___ Zip:  __72704_____

Phone: _(479) 444 - 3471________________Fax: ___(479) 521 - 7714______________________

Email:  _cedmonston@ci.fayetteville.ar.us Website: www.accessfayetteville.org ______________

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  _Edmonston_______________________ First Name:  __Connie _______________

Title:  _Director___________________ Representing: __Fayetteville Park and Recreation _____

Address:  __113 West Mountain _________________________________________________ 

City: __Fayetteville ____________________________ State: __AR__ Zip: __72701_____ 

Phone: _(479) 444 - 3471_____________ Fax:  ____(479) 521 - 7714________________ 

Email:  _cedmonston@ci.fayetteville.ar.us Website: www.accessfayetteville.org _____________
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NOMINATION FORM

Award Category:

Trail Worker

Name of Nominee:

Wade Colwell





Fayetteville, Arkansas

Wade Colwell began his volunteer work with Fayetteville Parks and Recreation in 1987 when he became a member of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. He served three terms on this board, many of them as board president. In his time with the Parks and Recreation Board, Colwell has been instrumental in the acquiring and developing many parks and trails in Fayetteville. Many will say his largest contribution has been in the acquiring Fayetteville’s Gulley Park. Gulley is a 28 acre park with a 1.5 mile loop trail. Thousands of people use Gulley on an annual basis and it is home of the Gulley Park Summer Concert Series. 

However, most of Colwell’s time and energy has been in the area of trail development. Colwell has organized groups to blaze trails, construct facilities and erect amenities to make trails usable for Fayetteville residents. One perfect example is Copperhead Bridge at Lake Fayetteville Trail. The construction of this bridge enhanced the trail at Lake Fayetteville Park. Prior to the construction of this bridge, Lake Fayetteville included a nature trail. But this bridge allowed for use of the trail without having to walk through a creek bed. 

Most recently, Colwell has spent his time organizing a trail system at Fayetteville Parks and Recreation’s Lake Sequoyah. This park is a very natural, but very beautiful, 1,780 acre park within the Fayetteville City Limits. It currently houses a boat dock and marina for fishing, but Colwell has volunteered much of his time to construct a trail network through this park. To date, Colwell has constructed two trails at Lake Sequoyah. The first is a 1.9 mile trail named King Fisher Trail.  The second is a 1.4 mile trail named Rookery Trail. 

Colwell organizes many Boy Scout groups and other volunteers to assist with the development of the trail network at Lake Sequoyah. Every chance he gets, Colwell hosts organized hikes around the trails at Lake Sequoyah. This allows him to spread the information about this new trail system. However, it also allows him to recruit additional volunteers for the project. To date, Colwell has organized over 500 volunteer hours for the development of this trail network at Lake Sequoyah. 

The contributions Wade Colwell has made to the City of Fayetteville is immeasurable. He is one of the many reasons Fayetteville is consistently recognized as one of the best Parks and Recreation Departments in the State of Arkansas, and one of the Best Cities to Live in America. His tireless effort and dedication to parks and trails in Fayetteville makes him an excellent recipient of your Trail Worker Award for the State of Arkansas.  

