The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations is May 31, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


___X__ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization):  Ann Colson

Title: Trails Coordinator Representing:  Connecticut Forest and Park Association

Address:  16 Meriden Road

City:  Rockfall   State:  CT  Zip:  06481-2961

Phone: 860 346-2372    Fax:  860 347-7463

Email:  acolson@ctwoodlands.org   Website: www.ctwoodlands.org

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  Lewis   First Name:  Leslie

Title:  WalkCT Coordinator   Representing: CT Forest and Park Association

Address:  16 Meriden Road

City:  Rockfall   State:  CT  Zip:  06481-2961

Phone: 860 346-2372    Fax:  860 347-7463

Email:  llewis@ctwoodlands.org   Website: www.ctwoodlands.org

The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

Nomination for Ann Colson as Connecticut Trail Worker of the Year

I am pleased to submit this nomination for Ann Colson to receive the 2008 Trail Worker Award from American Trails.  For the past 10 years Ann has been the Trails Coordinator for the Connecticut Forest and Park Association (CFPA), the oldest conservation organization in the state.  As the Trails Coordinator, she is responsible for the “care and feeding” of over 800 miles of Blue-Blazed Hiking Trails, which traverse both public and private lands, utilizing a small army of dedicated volunteers.  Not only does she make sure that each trail crew is properly manned, trained, and outfitted, she also soothes landowners who find illegal uses taking place on their sections of the trails, works to find re-routes when necessary, and is always on the lookout for that new link to expand the public’s hiking opportunities.

Since 2006 Ann has gone above and beyond her normal hectic work to achieve some major milestones.  Each Trails Day Ann is responsible for collecting information on the various activities taking place around Connecticut and putting them in a guide for general distribution.  This means having all the information consolidated by February 15th , making calls, proofing listings, working with the designers, proofing galleys, and more so that the brochures can be printed and out by May 1.  This year, there are over 130 trail events taking place in Connecticut; we believe that this is the single largest organized Trails Day in the country. 

In addition, Ann is in charge of the periodic revisions to the CFPA’s Walk Books, maps and guides to the organization’s Blue-Blazed Hiking Trails.  For the first time in the history of the Walk Books, all of the maps were produced using GIS/GPS data. This meant that Ann worked with the volunteers, taught them how to use the GPS equipment, synthesized the data into attractive maps, and added all kinds of interesting natural and historical information as well.  In recognition of the high quality of this publication, the Walk Book West was awarded a 2007 National Outdoor Book Award as a Work of Significance.

As if all of the above did not keep Ann busy enough, she has been the CFPA point person in the effort to have the Metacomet and Mattabesett Trails, along with the Monadnock Trail in Massachusetts, designated as a National Scenic Trail. (The CT section is one of CFPA’s Blue-Blazed Hiking Trails).  Over the past two years she has worked with the National Park Service to make sure that landowners, trail users, public officials, and other stakeholders were well-informed about the process and that their concerns could be addressed wherever possible.  The good news is that the legislation granting National Scenic Trail designation has passed the US House of Representatives and is on its way to the Senate for action.

Ann is one of those people who never calls attention to the huge amount of work she does or the amazing things she has accomplished.  Being recognized by American Trails  would provide her with a long overdue attagirl.

I am sending under separate cover a copy of the 2006 CT Walk Book West as well as the latest CT Trails Day brochure. Please feel free to contact me should you have any question.  

