The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


__X___ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): __Wachusett Greenways, c/o Colleen Abrams

Contact Name (if different than above): _____________________________________________

Title: __Executive Director______ Representing:   Wachusett Greenways____________

Address:  __ P.O. Box 121____________________________________________ 

City:  ___Holden____________________________________ State:  __MA___ Zip:  __01520___ 

Phone: __ 508-829-3954_____________Fax: _________________________________ 

Email:  __ colleen.abrams@verizon.net_____ Website: ____ http://www.wachusettgreenways.org/

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  ____Jahnige______________________ First Name:  ___Paul________________

Title:  __Director, ____ Representing: ____ MA DCR Greenways Program _____

Address:  ___136 Damon Road__________________________________________ 

City: _______Northampton__________________________ State: _MA___ Zip: __01060_____ 

Phone: ___(413) 586-8706 ext. 20_____ Fax:  ____________________________________ 

Email:  ___paul.jahnige@state.ma.us
 Website: ww.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/greenway/index.htm
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OUTSTANDING TRAIL WORKER NOMINATION

I nominate the Wachusett Greenways Team, lead by Colleen Abrams.
Wachusetts Greenways, founded by Colleen Abrams, is Massachusetts premier citizen trail development organization.  

Wachusett Greenways is a grass roots team of volunteers working to expand a network of trails and open spaces linking our communities. They regularly meet to build and maintain trails, improve open spaces, and reach out to the six towns we serve to promote sustainable and environmentally-sensitive use of green spaces.

They envision an expanded network of trails and roads for non-motorized recreation and transportation in the towns of Holden, Paxton, Princeton, Rutland, Sterling and West Boylston (in Central Massachusetts, USA). Their largest current project is the Mass Central Rail Trail, of which 13 miles have been completed and 30 miles are under development. Volunteers are welcome for a day of trail work or a long-term dedication of your talents in developing trails. We have grown from under 40 members to over 1200 in the last 10 years and are proud of our accomplishments.

Wachusett Greenways has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars in private donations; garnered corporate, volunteer and municipal support; and constructed miles of rail trail at a fraction of the cost of rail trails developed elsewhere (approximately $100,000 / mile). 

In 2008, Wachusett Greenways finished several sections of trail with stone dust from Holden to Oakham, Massachusetts.  In Holden, the connector from River Street to Manning Street will be enhanced. At Rutland center the trail is under construction from Route 56 to Miles Road along a donated easement. The trail west from Miles Road to Charnock Cut received finishing work with drainage and stone dust surfacing. Construction also continues on the trail in Rutland from Route 122 / Midstate Trail west to Muddy Pond. 

Colleen leads Wachusett Greenways and its volunteers, including a vibrant team of Directors including:

Colleen Abrams, President - 508-829-3954 - colleen.Abrams@verizon.net
      Margaret Lock-  978-422-9720 mlock307@verizon.net
     Stanley Miller -  508-752-3580 - slmiller50@aol.com
     Ida Nystrom - 508-829-9709 -  inystrom@earthlink.net
     Chris Nichols -  978-464-3238  christinichols37@msn.com 
     Ken McDonnell - 508-829-0336 - mcdonnellk@charter.net
     Ed Yaglou, Chairman of MCRT task force. - egyaglou@verizon.net  978-355-2539
     Steve Dubrule  - 508-829-1769 - alldubrule@verizon.net 
This year Colleen also spoke at the Moving Together state-wide bicycle and pedestrian conference about trail building and advocacy. 

