The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Best Trails State Award


_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): The entire Arizona Trails Community,  if applicable who accepts this award can be determined by who is attending the  Symposium.
NOMINATED BY:

Last Name: McVay First Name:  Annie
Title:  State Trails Coordinator Representing: Arizona State Parks
Address:  1300 W. Washington St.
City: Phoenix State: AZ Zip: 85007
Phone: 602.542.7116   Fax602.542.4180
Email: trails@azstateparks.gov   Website www.azstatparks.gov
Arizona Trails Nomination

As most state likely have, Arizona has faced some turbulent trail times in the past two years.  Decreasing budgets, increased demands on trails, urban sprawl limiting public land access, OHV issues becoming unavoidable.  Arizona has a rich history in trails and instead of being taken aback by the realities of the time, all partners came together in an impressive display of statewide planning,  adopting legislation,  directing funding towards trail needs in an inventive way and reaching out to new partners. The hardest part of this nomination is limiting Arizona accomplishment to only a few that can fit on two pages.

OHV Ambassador Program

Promoting a positive image of OHV’s and protecting the future of OHV recreation on public lands doesn’t come from law enforcement and travel management policies… it’s comes from OHV peers!

The Arizona OHV Ambassador program is a newly developed volunteer program that provides a means for private citizens to work with a variety of federal, state, and local land managers and public safety officials in Arizona to promote responsible off-highway vehicle (OHV) recreation on public, state, and private lands. These volunteers contribute their time, experience, and local knowledge of OHV areas in Arizona by monitoring public lands in groups of two or more on motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), utility vehicles (UTVs), or 4x4 vehicles. Through these monitoring efforts volunteers provide a positive image of their recreation activity, identify and record road, trail, and other resource issues, report misuse of lands, and participate in special projects to enhance OHV areas in Arizona. OHV Ambassadors receive extensive training from professional training representatives and serve as a point of contact for other OHV users to obtain helpful and informative information about the trails they ride.

The program’s pilot year started in September 2007 and has been viewed as wildly successful by land managers, a recap of accomplishments:

· 47 OHV Ambassador volunteers trained
· 1,278 hours of service $24,933.78 – agencies have matched this effort with staff time and equipment

· 3,352 miles traveled
· More interest and requests for Ambassador patrols and events than staff can handle at the moment
OHV Legislation

Arizona was progressive enough to enact the Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Fund in 1991.  This fund provides up to $2 million towards OHV mitigation and construction efforts.  While this fund has been invaluable in advancing OHV needs in Arizona, additional needs in the area of OHVs have been identified mainly focusing on enforceable laws.  A unique group of partners (from agencies to OHV volunteers) have tirelessly worked on numerous drafts of a new legislation, attended countless subcommittee meetings of the House and Senate, watched the bills pass, fail, die, get revived until this past week when the new OHV legislation was passed!   past four years to have additional legislation pertaining to OHV.  Highlights of the legislation that will make tremendous impacts for current and future OHV users:

· Outlines OHV equipment requirements, including brakes, headlights and tail lights, muffler or other noise dissipative device, a spark arrestor device and a safety flag.

· Requires a person under the age of 18 to wear protective headgear that is properly fitted and fastened when operating an OHV on public or state land.

· Adds driving an OHV off an existing trail or route, on closed routes, removing OHV signs and OHV use that causes environmental damage as class 3 misdemeanors

· Requires off-road recreational motor vehicle) to have a license plate and purchase an annual sticker. 70 percent of the user fees collected go into the already existing OHV Recreation Fund.

The Arizona Trail

The Arizona Trail, an 800-mile trail traversing the state from Mexico to Utah has only about 50 miles to completion.  This history and intense partnership behind the construction, maintenance and management of this trail could fill a nomination of its own so we’ll limit this to the significant accomplishments in the past two years.  First,  the Arizona Trail Association introduced state legislation that would establish the Arizona Trail Fund and allow up to $250,000 a year from the Arizona State General Fund go toward the efforts of the Arizona Trail.  This legislation passed even in a time of history making shortfall in the state budget and shows the commitment and passion for the Arizona Trail.  The Arizona Trail is also in the process of obtaining National Scenic Trail status and has House hearing on July 15, 2008.

Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Trails Maintenance Program

Another way Arizona has responded to trail needs is by adapting one of the major funding sources to target a priority need in a user-friendly format that benefits conservation corps.  Trail maintenance is concisely identified as the biggest trail need in Arizona but just making maintenance an eligible scope item on a grant may not help because agencies tell us that maintenance takes labor.  Having a one-time grant doesn’t justify the process of hiring and training crews to get a week of work and let them go.  

Arizona State Parks changed the idea of grant programs by putting conservation corps on contract and then putting out a call for maintenance requests.  Agencies receive between 4-10 weeks of “crew time” instead of funds.  The agency can select any crew on contract, the crew comes to the identified trails and works at the direction of the land mangers and Recreational Trails Program picks up the bill.  The benefits of this program include available, trained labor, a dramatic cut down in the paperwork and perceived “cumbersome” nature of grant programs, gets money on the ground quickly and employs conservation crews.  This program has required thinking outside the box on behalf of state procurement officials, conservation corps and potential grant recipients and has changed the view of trail grant funds in Arizona.

Arizona State Trails Conference, October 2007

Members of the Arizona trails community took the time to host a State Trails Conference in October 2007.  This was the first official joint conference with the motorized and nonmotorized trail groups.  The conference brought together the users, volunteers and agencies to learn about their point of view, current trail plans, socialize and start a human foosball war.  A full review of the conference is available at:

http://www.azparks.gov/partnerships/trails/trailsconference_WU.html
