The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails
NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations is May 31, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~
AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)
_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award
_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

___X_ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)
NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization):   COAL RIVER GROUP  
Contact Name (if different than above): Bill Currey
Title: President 


Representing:  Coal River Group
Address:  Post Office Box 363 

City: St. Albans



 State:  WV
 Zip:  25177 
Phone: 304.727.0660



Fax: ________________________________ 

Email:  _______________________________ Website: www.coalrivergroup.com
NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  Robinson



 First Name:  Bill
Title:  State Trail Coordinator

Representing: WV Department of Transportation
Address:  Building 5, Room 863, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East 

City: Charleston


 State: WV
 
Zip: 25305-0430 

Phone: 304.558.9615



 Fax:  304.558.3783 

Email:  Bill.C.Robinson@dot.state.wv.us 

Website: http://www.wvdot.com/3_roadways/rp/3d5_trails.htm
THE COAL RIVER GROUP

I am nominating The Coal River Group for the 2008 Community Service Award.  A few years ago, two old fishing buddies, Bill Queen and Bill Currey, decided to bring life back to the lazy river that flowed past their houses.  The two friends realized they could do more as an organization than they could as individuals: so the Coal River Group was born.  The Group’s goals include preserving and protecting the rivers, preserving and interpreting the history of the rivers and creating recreational and economic opportunities for the three county watershed.  

The Group is a non-profit organization formed to preserve history, develop tourism and encourage recreation in Boone, Lincoln and Kanawha counties of southern West Virginia.  The Big, Little and Coal rivers drain about 849 square miles of land rich in history and the source of much of the coal and timber that made the Kanawha Valley a great industrial center for over a century.  In 2004, the Coal River was listed as one of the ten most endangered rivers in the country.

Early in the life of the organization, they realized the best way to get people to appreciate the rivers was to get people in and on the rivers.  To help get people in and on the rivers they created the Walhonde Water Trail, eighty-eight miles of water from Whitesville on the Big Coal River and Danville on the Little Coal River to St. Albans at the mouth of Coal River.  When the Group learned no agency in West Virginia had the authority to designate a stream as a water trail, they got the WV Division of Natural Resources to give them a letter acknowledging the Walhonde Water Trail existed.   Partly because of these difficulties, the WV Recreational Trail Advisory Board is addressing this issue and may adopt criteria for designating water trails at their spring meeting. 

Not content with simply creating a water trail and a brochure, the Coal River Group has also created an annual “Tour de Coal” float trip down the lower eleven miles of the Coal River.  This leisurely trip, from Upper Falls to the mouth at St. Albans, began with 44 canoes, kayaks and other boats the first year.  Over 165 boats and 200 people took the tour in 2007.   

The Group has also had signs installed directing visitors to the public access points that already exist along the rivers and pointing out the historic locks and dams that were used until shortly before the Civil War to bring coal and timber out of the Coal River watershed. Recently the Group has installed informational kiosks at most of the existing access points, begun development of a conservation/education park on property donated by the Barnette Family at the Lower Falls of Coal River, and begun development and construction of a number of new access points and portage trails around the falls along Coal River. 

Since many people questioned the water quality of the three rivers, the Group began a partnership with area schools to routinely sample for coli form bacteria, turbidity and other parameters.  These efforts indicated the primary contaminants in the rivers were trash throughout the watershed and sewage in the lower ten miles of Coal River.  Instead of simply identifying the problems, the Group began an annual clean up campaign to remove trash from all three rivers in cooperation with numerous businesses and state and local government agencies.  While tons of litter has been removed from the rivers, much more remains to be done.  Discarded automobile tires are still extremely common sights along the riverbanks.  

During 2007, they campaigned for funds to connect hundreds of homes currently using septic tanks or poorly operating package plants with the Greater St. Albans Public Service District.  This volunteer group is credited with getting the West Virginia Infrastructure Council to dedicate $20,000,000 or one third of the funds available in West Virginia that year to constructing sewer lines throughout the area and eliminating the seven package plants and hundreds of septic systems that have been contributing to the problem. 

The most recent achievement of the Coal River Group is getting a log building donated to serve as the Group’s headquarters and a tourist information center in Meadowood Park at Upper Falls in Tornado.  The Mohler Family is donating the land where the building will be erected near the proposed public access point that will be the end of the Walhonde Water Trail.

To achieve all this required the assistance of numerous volunteers.  In addition to the volunteers, the Coal River Group has created partnerships with:

WV Division of Natural Resources

WV Department of Transportation

WV Department of Environmental Protection

WV Rehabilitation Environmental Action Plan
Mid-Atlantic Highlands Foundation
US Environmental Protection Administration

Boone County Commission

Boone County Parks Commission

Lincoln County Commission

Lincoln County Parks Commission

Kanawha County Commission

Kanawha County Parks Commission

City of St. Albans

City of Madison

City of Whitesville

City of Sylvester

Moses Ford

City National Bank

St. Albans Historic Society

Midland Trail Scenic Byway

US National Park Service

Barnette Family

Mohler Family

Lawson Family

and numerous small local businesses located throughout the watershed.

This seems like a nice accomplishment, but the Coal River Group is not stopping here.  They continue to promote tourism, improve the river environment, expand their educational efforts, help small businesses and improve cooperation between and among the political entities and business organizations in the watershed.  In addition, they have begun helping other organizations around West Virginia organize and develop water trails while continuing to develop new ways to achieve their original goal – Bringing life back to the Coal River.

For all these reasons, I believe the Coal River Group is deserving of the 2008 Community Service Award from American Trails.

