The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_XX_ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): __Friends of Beaman Park______________

Contact Name (if different than above): __Nancy Dorman___________________________

Title: _President___ Representing:  __Friends of Beaman Park________

Address:  __P. O. Box 188 ______ 

City:  ___Joelton__________ State:  _TN__ Zip:  _37015__ 

Phone: _615-299-9586________Fax: _________________________________ 

Email:  __nancydorman@yahoo.com_________ Website: __www.beamanpark.org________

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  ___Same as above____ First Name:  _______________________

Title:  ____________________________ Representing: ________________________________

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ 

Phone: ______________________________ Fax:  ____________________________________ 

Email:  _______________________________ Website: __________________________________

Please accept this nomination of the Friends of Beaman Park for the Community Service Award in the 2008 National Trails Awards Program. Through the actions of volunteers, park staff and other community leaders, the Friends of Beaman Park have demonstrated significant efforts over a sustained period toward the improvement of the park, its trails, and the larger community.

During the eligible period of recognition (June 1, 2006 to May 31, 2008) the Friends of Beaman Park have been involved in efforts to protect the environmental quality of the area in and around the park by organizing to mitigate activities that degrade the natural resource. Specifically, Friends of Beaman Park have organized volunteers to manage an exotic plant/native plant program, conduct trash collection and recycling efforts, conduct educational programs and lead guided hikes, and construct trails and trail amenities.

During 2006 and 2007, Friends of Beaman Park were awarded a $30,000 grant from the USDA Forest Service to conduct a non native invasive plant management and landscape restoration program at Beaman Park. This program intends to protect the ecosystem and biodiversity of forested lands in and around Beaman Park and to enhance the restoration of native plants. This effort to protect the green infrastructure of Davidson County, Tennessee contributes to the health and quality of life for our community and people. There is an economic benefit as well as an environmental benefit through increasing property values and decreasing the cost of public services (i.e. the cost for Metro Parks to remove exotics and plant native plants.) 

This part of Davidson County contains some to the most sensitive ecological resources of the county. Partners for this project include the USDA Forest Service – Southern Region; the Tennessee Department of Agriculture -- Forestry Division who administered the grant and provided technical assistance as necessary; and Metro Nashville Parks who provided technical assistance, professional oversight, match labor and volunteer training. Friends of Beaman Park provided administration for entire project, supervised contract professional services, supervised and trained volunteers, monitored all steps in implementation and evaluation. 
This project accomplished the following goals: 

a. Implementation of invasive plant control on a minimum of 800 acres, based on data from the inventory of non native invasive plants at Beaman Park.

b. Utilizing GPS and GIS data mapping technology to maintain documentation on invasive plant management activities at Beaman Park, and evaluate the efficacy of integrated control methods.

c. Conducted 6 public information workshops on the prevention of introduction of invasive plants, the benefits of native species to forest health and landscaping with native plants. Workshops served approximately 100 people.

d. Established restoration planting areas on a minimum of 200 acres to restore and rehabilitate degraded areas to prevent the re-establishment of pest species, using seed supplies and other eco-specific native plant materials.
Additionally Friends of Beaman Park have spent several years working on trail building projects at Beaman Park. During the eligible period, Friends of Beaman Park completed a 56-foot long by 4-foot wide wooden hiking trail bridge and the connecting trail from the new nature center to the existing trail system. This was a very complicated project that many parks choose to contract out. It required the development of detailed construction drawings and a budget that had to be approved by Metro Parks staff, as well as the Parks Board. Additionally, a bridge building fund-raising plan was developed that included writing grant requests to the Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation and the Tennessee Trails Association, as well as, seeking private donations. The bridge was constructed in celebration of National Trails Day in June 2007. The trail was completed for National Trails Day in 2008.

This project was accomplished through collaboration by a number of groups. The project was funded through grants from Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation, and Tennessee Trails Association. Metro Nashville Parks provided an in-kind donation of lumber. Several individuals donated funds for the purchase of other supplies. Volunteer labor was provided by Friends of Beaman Park, Vanderbilt Outdoor Recreation Program, Tennessee Trails Association, TDEC – Recreation Educational Services, Team Green, REI, the Marrowbone Preservation Society (neighborhood association), local boy scout groups, and Sierra Club.

The design and construction was accomplished entirely by volunteers at a cost of less than $5,000. Volunteers with the Friends of Beaman Park provided all design, budget, fundraising, volunteer recruitment, training, supervision and labor.

The Friends of Beaman Park is a grass-roots, 501c3, non-profit support organization founded in 1996 and has spent the past several years working at Beaman Park on trail building, leading interpretive hikes, and resource management. Seven miles of hiking trail have been completed so far. The Friends of Beaman Park are organized to preserve and protect the natural, historical, cultural and recreational features of the area in and around Beaman Park. We advocate for conservation and resource protection through activities, fundraising and community education.

This nomination recognizes the tremendous contributions of Friends of Beaman Park to support a unique natural resource and the community that surrounds it. While trail use, planning and construction are a significant part of the organization’s mission, its work goes beyond this. This organization has been a force for community service and trail advocacy at a local level for many years and is deserving of the Community Service Award recognition.

