The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails
NOMINATION FORM
The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the

19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008.

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations is May 31, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~
AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)
 
 Lifetime Service Award
 
 Planning/Design Award

 
 Best Trails State Award
 
State-of-the-Art Technology Award

 
 Community Service Award
 
 Trails and the Arts Award

 
 Corporate Award
 
 Trails for Health Award

 
 Outstanding Media Award
 
 Trails Public Service Award

 
 Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
 
 Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

__X _ Partnership Award
 
 Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization):   City of Rochester 

Contact Name (if different than above):  
JoAnn Beck 

Title:   Senior Landscape Architect    Representing:    City of Rochester 

Address:  30 Church Street 

City:    Rochester 
State:   NY 
Zip:    14614 

Phone: 585-428-6601 
Fax:    585-428-6253 

Email:  jbeck@cityofrochester.gov 
Website: www.ci.rochester.ny.us 

NOMINATED BY:
Last Name:  Hofmann 
First Name:  James 

Title:   Principal 
Representing:  Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 

Address:   2250 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road 

City:  Rochester 
State:   NY 
Zip:  14623 

Phone:  585-413-5453 
Fax:     585-427-9124 

Email:   jim.hofmann@stantec.com 
Website:  www.stantec.com 


Partnership Award; The partnership must have benefited agencies or services within the field of trail planning, design, or implementation. The partnership can be between private organizations, public agencies, or public and private interests. The partnership must have contributed toward positive public exposure for the field of trail planning, design, or implementation.

description of nominee / reason for nomination

The City of Rochester’s vision for a 15-mile multi-use greenway trail, meandering adjacent the Genesee River from the Erie Canal to the south, bisecting the central business district, and ultimately ending at Lake Ontario to the north, is becoming a REALITY. 

Both the Rochester Renaissance 2010 plan and the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan endorse the development of a comprehensive multi use trail system along the Genesee River waterfront to support the planned enhancements to Ontario Beach Park, Charlotte Harbor and the Port of Rochester. The enhancements include restaurants, small-scale shops, and hotels. The development of the Genesee Riverway Trail from Turning Point Park to Petten Street provides an essential component of this pedestrian and bicycle trail linking Rochester’s downtown with the Charlotte beach and harbor area. 

Over the past 25 years, various segments of the Genesee Riverway Trail have been constructed in an effort to provide the Rochester community with a facility that promotes recreation and other modes of transportation, such as walking, running, bicycling, skating, skiing and hiking. In October 2006, the City of Rochester completed one of the most challenging and complicated sections of the trail, from Boxart Street to Petten Street, currently nicknamed the “boardwalk section”. 

The overall success and implementation of this project was accomplished by the team’s dedication, commitment, and focus on developing a project that balanced the many environmental considerations and design constraints that existed within the corridor, including: steep gorge slopes, state and federal emergent wetlands, mature trees/wooded habitat, wildlife, the Genesee River, aquatic life, and the surrounding natural view sheds. 

This particular project intersected with the existing trail just south of Turning Point Park and consisted of the following three distinct infrastructure elements as the trail heads northerly:

· Land based trail, 2968 feet in length, utilizing an old railroad bed to transition from the top of the bank to the rivers edge.

· Bridge, (84-spans, 3572 feet in length), over the Genesee River Turning Basin, commonly referred to as the “boardwalk”.

· All new land based trail, 3406 feet in length, through Turning Point Park north and adjacent the Genesee Marina. 

This highly secluded two-mile corridor adjacent the Genesee River has had limited access in the past. For example, Turning Point Park North (approximately 14 acres) was essentially non-accessible due to the Genesee River to the south and east, CSX railroad corridor to the west, and a parcel of private land to the north. The new trail section now allows the community the ability to escape the fast-paced hustle and bustle of an urban lifestyle into a quiet and secluded area of peaceful tranquility. 

One of the primary objectives of the project was to develop an alignment that complemented the overall beauty of the area, blended naturally with its surroundings and minimized impacts to the environment. The most unusual accomplishment was the design and construction of the 3572’ bridge within the existing topography, which required: 72 steel pile bents approximately 100 feet deep (20,000 ft of piling or a little under 4 miles); 600,000 lbs of steel for the superstructure; 7200 deck boards; 4.75 miles of stringers; and 7200 ft. of black powder coated galvanized steel pipe railings coated with black vinyl coated mesh. With limited access available, the contractor elected to build a significant portion of the structure off-site and then used a helicopter to set the spans in space in order to circumvent the difficult site access issues. Ultimately, the project only impacted 0.01-acre of Federal and 0.11-acre of State wetlands (22 acres of wetlands within the project area); and 0.03-acres of steep slopes (6 acres within the limits). 

Since Day 1 in the concept development stage, the team worked closely in assessing the project’s social, economic and environmental issues. The design team, including the City of Rochester, New York State Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, United States Army Corp. of Engineers, and Stantec Consulting Services, worked diligently together throughout the life of the project. This effort included various team field visits to assess existing conditions and develop alternatives that minimized overall impacts. This team-spirited cooperation and coordination allowed the project to successfully and efficiently overcome the multitude of challenges presented by this project. 

A detailed landscaping plan was developed that supplemented the existing vegetation with additional native species (over 1,000 plantings e.g. maples, oaks, dogwoods, flowering cherry, berry bushes) throughout the length of the project limits. A hedge, consisting of pricker/berry bushes, was also incorporated in an area adjacent the Genesee Marina parcel in an effort to provide a natural security barrier between the Marina and the Genesee Riverway Trail. The project also included a canoe launch within Turning Point Park South to allow access for the local community to the waters of the Genesee River. An extensive signage plan was also developed that was consistent with the City’s comprehensive Wayfinding Master Plan. Considering the overall length and the grades along the sub trails of this project, orientation and direction-giving was critical to facilitating user access. 

Emergency Services access was enhanced through extensive coordination and teamwork. The trail structure is wide enough to accommodate an ambulance up to a trail structure. The trail structure was designed to accommodate an ATV vehicle similar to the type currently being used to patrol the non-formal trails within Turning Point Park. The trail has also provided increased access to the river for police and rescue workers. Stantec and team members coordinated with City emergency services in order to educate them on the structural and dimensional capacity of the trail structures as well as distances between trail access points. 

The City of Rochester conducted numerous public meetings with the residents, businesses, and Community Associations during the preliminary and final design phases to solicit input and discuss the project status schedule. Color wall maps, photo-simulations, renderings, and electronic presentations describing and/or illustrating proposed improvements provided area residents with a greater understanding of the project throughout its development. 

Community usage has increased dramatically since this revitalization effort was completed. The Genesee Riverway Trail provides an overall shared benefit to all residents of the City, including off-road trail access to the Charlotte neighborhood, and universal river access to all City residents, visitors, and tourists. Additionally, increased access from Turning Point Park has provided residents the opportunity to observe and appreciate the natural beauty that the neighboring Genesee River and gorge area provides.
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“Congratulations and a big thank you to all those whose vision, courage, and perseverance have made the riverside trail, especially the new section from Turning Point Park to Charlotte Beach a reality. With the rose gardens at Maplewood Park on one end and Ontario Beach Park on the other and the beautiful river in between, this is a trail whose spectacular scenery and varied attractions rival those offered by any trail in the Northeast. We are indeed fortunate and should be very proud to have it in Rochester.”


– Mr. Joseph M. DeRoller, Rochester D&C








