The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations is May 31, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

__X__Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): 

Hollister Hills SVRA, Hollister Hills Volunteers, and Hollister Hills Off-Road Association

Contact Name (if different than above): Jeff Gaffney

Title: District Superintendent                     Representing:  Hollister Hills SVRA 

Address:  7800 Cienega Rd.                      City:  Hollister     State:  CA      Zip:  95023

Phone: 831-636-5171                                 Fax: 831-637-4725

Email:  JGAFFNEY@parks.ca.gov           Website: http://ohv.parks.ca.gov/
NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  Glaspie                                  First Name:  Kenney

Title:  Motorized Trails Coordinator        Representing: Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation                                   

                                                                                         Division of CA State Parks

Address:  1725 23rd St. Suite 200             City: Sacramento        State: CA      Zip: 95816-7100

Phone: 916-324-1567                                 Fax:  916-324-1610

Email:  kglas@parks.ca.gov                      Website: http://ohv.parks.ca.gov/
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Partnership Award Nominating Hollister Hills SVRA.

May 3rd, 2008, marked the opening of the Renz property at Hollister Hills State Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA) to the public.  It also marked the debut of an entirely new approach to off-highway vehicle trail design in California.  Hollister Hills SVRA, approximately 50 miles south of San Jose, is a California State Park unit dedicated to off-highway motor vehicle recreation, one of the fastest-growing outdoor recreation activities in California.  The Renz property was a much-needed addition to the park, but the old ranch trails that existed upon acquisition were not capable of accommodating the visitors without serious erosion and other unwelcome impacts to the sensitive landscape.  

The site presented the opportunity to design an entirely new trail system from the ground up; one that incorporates many innovative, environmentally-friendly features not previously used extensively in California off-highway motor vehicle trail systems.  The new trails provide a fun and challenging riding experience designed to hold a rider’s interest while maintaining the integrity of the natural environment.  Although the designers and builders were confident they had created a truly sustainable and low-impact trail system, they knew it could not be a success without the significant involvement and efforts of volunteers and the Hollister Hills Off-Road Association (HHORA).  Through outreach to park visitors and actual assistance on the ground, park volunteers and HHORA proved invaluable in ensuring the successful completion of the trail development process.

The completed system includes approximately 26 miles of trails for both motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles.  Once the trails were designed and laid out, crews worked using mechanized equipment to construct the trails. The trails were then allowed to season and harden for an entire year while crews hand groomed them.  The hardening helped contribute to dust control and prevention of additional soil displacement.  Vegetation was allowed to return and grow along the verges of the trails.  Crews then worked with hand tools to soften the sharp edges left after cutting with trail dozers. 

During this first year there was considerable pressure from the public to open the trails for public use. The Renz property had been purchased many years before, and most people did not understand, now that the trails were in place, why they were being prevented from using them.  In order to gain acceptance and understanding of the need for allowing the trails to season, volunteers and members of HHORA spent endless hours explaining to park visitors the need and reasoning behind the park’s careful approach.  

During the second year after construction, the trails needed to be worn-in prior to being opened for public use.  This break-in period requires vehicles to be ridden in the centerline of the trail to establish a defined tread and, where appropriate, berms on the out-sloped sides.  Large numbers of vehicles must be operated in a controlled fashion in order to achieve the desired results.  In addition, by staying in the center of the tread profile, and with vegetation growing on the rest of the tread, this controlled riding gave the trails, which had been cut with a small Sweco bulldozer, the appearance of a hand cut single track trail.

Over the course of 5-6 months, volunteers and members of HHORA led approximately 900 park visitors through the trail system in order to achieve this “wearing-in” process.  Volunteers would go through the park, contact small groups of riders, and offer to take them through the new, but not yet opened, trail system on a guided tour.  The volunteers used this as an opportunity to educate riders on the features of the new trails, and how these features were important in maintaining the long-term sustainability of riding opportunity in the park.  The input and feedback from the many experienced riders who toured the trails also allowed for corrections to be made in some places to improve safety and resource protection.  Being performed by volunteers, the tours gave everyone a sense of ownership in the system and allowed park visitors to feel that the trails were built with them, not just for them. 

In order to educate to the park visitors, the volunteers themselves had to first learn how the new design features worked and why they were significant.  They spent many hours with park staff learning how the trails were designed to be “hydrologically invisible,” with frequent breaks in grade allowing water to flow off the trail naturally in sheets rather than gathering into focused gullies that quickly erode the soil.  They leaned how the trails were laid out so vehicles’ tailpipes were oriented to point away from neighboring properties on hill climbs, which is when vehicles generate the most noise, and how the frequent turns and grade changes keep riders’ attention focused on the trail, leaving little temptation to go off-trail.  They also learned about the various sensitive species found in the park, and how the trail system was designed to avoid impacts to these species.  In short, they became trail experts themselves in order to be able to educate the public.

One of the biggest challenges to accomplishing the Renz trails project was keeping the trails closed for two years after initial construction.  The process required the discipline and support of all members of this partnership.  It certainly could not have been a success without the tireless involvement, over a two-year period, of the park volunteers and the HHORA in educating the public and providing guided rides through the area to establish the trails.  The benefits are now very apparent to all.  
