The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

___X_ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): _Thomas A. Thomas________________

Contact Name (if different than above): ____Deirdre Perot Lightsey  (828 248-3225)____

Title: __________________________ Representing:  __________________________________

Address:  1074 Williamson Creek Rd. _______________________________ 

City:  _____Pisgah Forest ________________ State:  __NC_____ Zip:  28768__________ 

Phone: _(828) 883-8559___________________Fax: _________________________________ 

Email:  __tthomas262@yahoo.com______ Website: __________________________________

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  _Lightsey_____________ First Name:  _Deirdre______________________

Title:  ____________________________ Representing: ________________________________

Address:  _1110 Toney Rd__________________________________________ 

City: __Bostic_______________________________ State: NC______ Zip: _28018______ 

Phone: _828 248-3225___________________ cell   ​_828 429-0622_________________ 

Email:  _Neverest@bellsouth.net_________Website: __________________________________

National Trails Awards Committee

To Whom It May Concern: We the undersigned with to present for your consideration the following individual for your Lifetime Service Award.

Tom A. Thomas has been involved with trail maintenance since 1986.  Tom is a past President and Charter member of the first volunteer equestrian group specifically dedicated to the maintenance of trails in Pisgah Nat/l Forest under the guidance of the head ranger.  Through the efforts of this group known as PISGAH TRAILBLAZERS (PTB) whose original purpose was to aid the National Forest service in maintaining multi use trails in the Pisgah Ranger District  - this equestrian group routinely maintains over 90 miles of trails under the leadership of Tom who has been the Pisgah Trail Boss since 1992   Tom leads a group of volunteers out on a regular once a month scheduled work detail.  As an avid hunter and fisher, Tom is a true advocate for the health of the forest and waters that flow through it and seeks to educate the workers not only in skills necessary for the maintenance of the trails, but how to care for the forest in general.   

Once PTB was established and had proven its dedication to the Forest Service, Tom began to recruit people into the group.  He knew that the more dedicated riders we had the more could be accomplished. He was the first person to design and print out handouts that stated the purpose of the equestrian volunteer group and asked for others to join the crusade to keep equestrian trails maintained to forest service standards.

Through the year’s people who were looking for a social saddle group phased out to other clubs in the area as the word got around that PTB was a working group and has remained true to our purpose to this day with many members directly recruited by Tom.  

As a trained EMS volunteer, Tom has generously volunteered his time to conduct clinics for the Forest Service and the PTB members in Safety and First Aid and the more advanced Wilderness first aid course.   He has participated in Nat'l Trails Day celebration activities sponsored by Pisgah by setting up a table with photo albums with photographic history of the trail maintenance projects the PTB have accomplished as a way to educate the general public.   Often members are scheduled in groups to bring appropriate horses to offer brief rides to visiting children.   

Because Tom is conscientious, he always attends the chain saw clinics offered by the Forest Service and encourages members in the PTB to become certified and to maintain this certification as it is often necessary to use pack horses and chain saws to accomplish timber removal after wind or thunder storms in the mountains.   

Tom has been a consistent and enthusiastic liaison with the Forest Service in the interest of trail maintenance since first becoming our Pisgah Trail Boss.   He organizes the trail projects, gives directions and is the last one to leave a work site.   Tom's nickname has become  "slave driver” but volunteers enjoy working with him because he works harder than most of us and NEVER looses his sense of humor.   Sitting around the campfire at the end of a long day, Tom always laughs us through the night. 

He is quick to thank and compliment his workers for their time and efforts.  His motto is "together we can make a difference".   I have never known Tom to boast or to use the pronoun " I " when discussing projects-the pronoun he always uses is "we".   

In 2007 Tom retired from his position as Principal of T.C. Henderson Elementary School, which was a "School of Excellence” in Transylvania County.   His pat remark when applauded for his school's performance is "I have a great staff".    Typical of Tom.   And now where can you find him many days of the week?   Trying to round up people to go riding with him, often finding no one available, he and his beloved gelding, Jazz strike out alone to enjoy the forest and "check on things"  - which usually means, when he gives his usual monthly report to the membership...."I was riding the other day and I noticed that  'such n such’ trail needs a little work".... we know what that means! 

Through his example, leadership and encouragement, volunteer trail maintenance groups have also been established in Dupont State Forest and Croft State Forest in SC.  The "Trail Bosses’ of these 2 groups were trained by Tom as members of PTB.  

Through time, equestrians everywhere have seen many of their riding areas being closed to them due to suburban sprawl and development.  Realizing the importance of working to keep trails available to equestrians everywhere, the Southeastern Trails Conference was organized in 1998. The first one, held in Raleigh, NC was attended by Tom and 2 other members.  Tom brought back not only information to the PTB, but great excitement over the networking that had been initiated by the attendees of the first conference. 

Each year Tom has been our chosen representative to this conference, focusing on ways our group can better serve by implementing new ideas gleaned from the conference. 

 

Tom is a man of vision.  Traveling in other National and State Parks, which offer Horse Camps, it became Tom's vision many years ago to work toward having a Horse Camp in Pisgah.  Working through the years with the various rangers, he worked quietly and patiently, discussing the idea, proposing a feasible area, and suggesting the PTB members as possible laborers to get the job done.  As a result of this gentle persuasion, the Wolf Ford Horse Camp is slated to become a reality.

 

Working amicably with all kinds of people takes a unique personality.  In all the years Tom has been both and active member of the PTB and the Pisgah Trail Boss, he has worked closely with several USFS rangers assign to trail maintenance.  Without exception, he has made a not only a friend of each, but has, through the years, built a relationship of respect for our work with the Forest Service.  Often Tom is called upon for advice when new projects are being discussed because of his experience and expertise.

 

Tom is an unsung hero - no, I take that back - Tom entertains his work crews as they ride along the trail with his renditions of "Don't Fence Me In’,   "Happy Trails” and since he was born and raised in Miami, Florida

We all have to join in on "Love Letters in the Sand”!!   He is not unsung...but he is a man who loves the forest and as a tireless worker for the maintenance of multi-use trails in the Pisgah District.       

There is no other person that we can think of in our Pisgah Ranger District who deserves this distinguished award than our own Tom Thomas.  

 

Sincerely, 

Deirdre Lightsey, Frank Lightsey, Gay Schuldt, & MaryAnn Hubbard.
