The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

__X_ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization):     Mr. Jim Holden________________________

Contact Name (if different than above): _____________________________________________

Title: ______President______________ Representing:  __Allegheny Valley Trails Association_

Address:  ____P.O. Box 264______________________________________________________ 
City:  _________Franklin____________________________ State:  _PA____ Zip:  ___16323__ 

Phone: _____814-437-5623__________________Fax: ______N/A_______________________ 

Email:  _______holden@csonline.net_______ Website: _____ www.avta-trails.org__________
NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  ______Harris_____________________ First Name:  _Kimberly_______________
Title:  __Project Manager_________ Representing: Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism
Address:  _206 Seneca Street, 4th Floor; P.O. Box 128__________________________________ 

City: _____Oil City___________________ State: _PA___________ Zip: __16301__________ 

Phone: __814-677-3152, Extension 120______ Fax:  _____814-677-5206___________________

Email:  __kharris@oilregion.org___Website: __www.oilregion.org________________________

Nomination for Lifetime Service Award – Mr. Jim Holden

The scenic recreational trails of the Oil Region National Heritage Area (ORNHA) beckon visitors to the area to explore the beauty and history of the area while enjoying the recreation the trails offer.  The ORNHA is home to nearly 60-miles of smooth asphalt non-motorized recreational trails, which is part of the National Recreation Trail System, and draws approximately 160, 000 people equaling nearly $4 million to the local economy annually according to a study conducted in 2006.   A major force behind this wonderful network of trails is a most dedicated volunteer, Mr. Jim Holden.

In ​​​​1990, the only paved trail was 9.7 miles located in Oil Creek State Park.  It was after a cycling event at this venue, when Jim heard Conrail was looking to donate miles of abandoned rail line, that he became involved in trail development.  At this time Jim was employed full-time, however, in one year with the assistance of four other individuals formed the Allegheny Valley Trails Association, a 501(c) 3 charitable non-profit organization, with a mission to convert 35 miles of abandoned railroad property into multipurpose recreational trail.  In addition, accepted a donation of 15 miles of abandoned railroad right-a-way (estimated value of $1.8 million), filed and won an appeal to keep bridges and trestles from being torn down that could be used for trail construction, awarded a grant for a feasibility study, received a grant of $50,000 for trail construction, and established a membership of 75.  Little did he realize that he was not only beginning to develop trails in the region; he was embarking on another career.  

In the following eleven years Jim lead the way  to the completion of a trail feasibility study, securing 49 miles of abandoned rail line including three un-restored tunnels, paving the first 5-miles of trail,  rehabilitating three bridge decks, acquiring trail maintenance equipment, and securing over $3.7million in grants and donations.  

Jim retired from his full-time position from Clarion University in 2001, and began volunteering full-time to work on trail development in the region and continued to reach milestones.  Including the rehabilitation of the Sandy Creek Tunnel that included building a smaller tunnel inside the original tunnel, and filling the void with cut recycled tires.  

 In 2008, a partial list of Jim’s trail related accomplishments looks like this:

· Assisted in forming the Allegheny Valley Trails Association, in leadership position consistently the past 17 years  

· Assisted in the completion of a trail feasibility study

· Guided the Allegheny Valley Trails Association in acquiring and paving over miles of trails in the ORNHA, and neighboring Clarion County

· Lead the way to complete the paving 40 + miles of continuous non-motorized recreational trail, including 

· the rehabilitation of three tunnels

· rehabilitation of eight bridges

· development of  eight trailheads

· developing amenities along the trail routes 

· Assisted in developing historic interpretive signage along the Allegheny River

· Provided direct input into the Rails-To-Trails Conservancy Northeast Regional Office’s  “Rail-Trail Maintenance and Operation” publication

· Lead the organization of  two major sojourns through the region 

· Spoke at numerous educational events within the northeastern United States on the subject of trail design, maintenance, and tunnel construction.

· Educated numerous groups and professional organizations throughout northwestern Pennsylvania on the legal aspects of trail right-a-ways, and funding.

· Advocates for trails in local news media 

· Direct participation in the Trail Utilization Study: Analysis Within The Oil Heritage Region; conducted by Post, Buckley, Schuh & Jernigan; published in 2007

· Initiated and assisted with Safe Route to Schools program in the community of Franklin, that provides a designated a safe route for walkers and bicyclist on a high traffic street 

· Consultant for trails development projects elsewhere in the Oil Heritage Region, and outside the region

· Initiated the process and was instrumental in securing a grant to conduct a Greenways Peer-to-Peer study which resulted in the decision to have a paid professional to coordinate greenways activities in the Oil Heritage Region (the position was filled in June 2008).

· Certified by the League of American Bicyclist as a Bicycle Education Safety Instructor educates youth and adults on Bicycle safety

· Assisted in securing over $7 million in grants for the development of trails

Jim’s accomplishments don’t stop here; it should be noted that the Allegheny Valley Trails Association (under the direction of Jim) received an award from the Rails-To-Trails Conservancy for design of the Sandy Creek Tunnel, and Volunteer of the Year from the Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism for his overwhelming volunteer commitment to the development of the recreational trials in the region.

What are Jim’s plans for 2008?  As president of the newly formed Erie to Pittsburgh Trail Alliance, Jim is leading the group’s efforts to develop a network of trails from Erie, PA to Pittsburgh, PA where it will connect with the Great Allegheny Passage Trail.    

In addition, Jim is working on the development of trail in Clarion County, PA that will connect to Oil Heritage trail system, and is consulting for a number of organizations on trail projects.

The ORNHA is very fortunate to have a tenacious individual working to develop its trail system, and it is because of the commitment that Jim Holden has given to the development of trails, the willingness to share his knowledge and experience with others, and advocacy for trails in general that the Oil Region Alliance of Business and Industry strongly believes that he is most deserving receive the “Lifetime Service Award” through the National Trails Award Program.  

It is the pleasure of the Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism to nominate Mr. Jim Holden for the 2008 National Trails Award - Lifetime Achievement Award.

