The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

__X__Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): ___K-Lynn Cameron_____________________

Contact Name (if different than above): ____Meegan Flenniken_____________________
Title: _Open Lands Manager______ Representing:  __Larimer County, CO_________________
Address:  __1800 South County Road 31_____________________________________________ 

City:  __Loveland___________________________________ State:  __CO___ Zip:  __80537___ 

Phone: __(970) 679-4575__________________Fax: __(970) 679-4574______________________ 

Email:  __kcameron@larimer.org _________ Website: __________________________________

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  __Flenniken/Rollins__________ First Name:  __Meegan/Kerri______

Title:  __Open Lands Specialist II________ Representing: Larimer County, CO___________

Address:  __1800 South County Road 31__________________________________ 

City: __Loveland___________________________________ State: _CO_ Zip: __80537_____ 

Phone: __(970) 679-4562______________ Fax:  _(970) 679-4574___ 

Email:  __mflenniken@larimer.org ______ Website: www.larimer.org/parks/openlands
2008 National Trails Awards

K-Lynn Cameron Lifetime Service Award

A lifetime of achievement:  What constitutes such a distinction?  Is it one who consistently and continually commits themselves to a goal, and spends their life pressing towards that goal?   Perhaps its one who takes a leadership role, leads and inspires with compassion and empathy, and stands up for the ideals they believe in?  Or is it someone whose work is important to the world, a lasting impression on the local, and even global, landscape for future generations to enjoy the things made better by this person?  By all definitions, K-Lynn Cameron, Open Lands Manager for Larimer County, Colorado’s Department of Natural Resources fits the bill.  

If asked, K-Lynn would tell you that her passion is the protection of open lands - and her resume would support this claim.  After receiving her Bachelors degree from the University of Colorado at Boulder, K-Lynn spent time working in Yellowstone National Park where early on she developed a love of natural and wild places. Concurrent with her professional work at Larimer County, K-Lynn completed her Masters degree at Colorado State University's Department of Recreation and Tourism.   

In the early 1990’s, K-Lynn and a small group of concerned citizens spearheaded the citizen-driven effort to create a ¼-cent open space sales tax for Larimer County.  This effort took 3-years of campaigning and bringing diverse interests to the table before it passed overwhelmingly in Larimer County in 1995, thus marking the beginnings of the Larimer County Open Lands Program.  The mission of the Larimer County Open Lands Program is to preserve and protect significant open space, natural areas, wildlife habitat, and develop parks and trails for present and future generations.  K-Lynn was the first and has been the only Open Lands Manager since January 1996 and is directly responsible for creating and implementing this mission from facilitating the Open Lands Advisory Board, by-laws, acquisition and management planning processes to all of the policies that guide the Open Lands Program today.  In the past twelve years since the ballot initiative, over 40,000 acres of open space, agricultural lands, riparian corridors, community separators and wildlife habitats are now protected in Larimer County.   

Under K-Lynn’s direction, the Program has received over $20 million in competitive grant awards, donations and partnerships for open space acquisition, management and facility development, and has opened over 59 miles of recreation trails to the public. These dollars represent a dollar in grants, partnerships and donations given for every open space sales tax dollar spent on land protection! The past twelve years have shown K-Lynn’s commitment, passion and accomplishments towards open space protection in Larimer County and the greater Colorado conservation community.

Specifically in the trails arena K-Lynn was the Trails Planner for Jefferson County 2 ½  years  before coming to Larimer County.  She has been a trails pioneer in Larimer County as the first Trails Planner and is responsible for designing and overseeing construction of the 24-mile trail system in Horsetooth Mountain Open Space - the most highly visited (over 125,000 visitors annually) and landmark property in Northern Colorado.  K-Lynn has championed the need for regional trails in Larimer County and is responsible for overseeing the Trails Program for the which has built over 55 miles of natural surface and 5 miles of paved trails in the past 12 years.  These trails are highly visited being in proximity to large Front Range communities and are included in numerous trail guides and publications.  Early on K-Lynn voiced the need for regional trails as links between our communities and their importance for quality of life, commuting, health and recreation.  Currently her top priority project is completing the County’s portion of the Poudre River Trail that will connect Weld County and the City of Fort Collins by an over 30 mile paved trail system. 

K-Lynn’s contributions to land conservation extend beyond the Larimer County line.  In 2000, K-Lynn, realizing the importance of collaborative partnerships and networking on a state-wide level to both connect existing land conservation groups as well as to mentor cities and counties looking into the possibility of starting new open space programs.  She initiated the Colorado Open Space Alliance (COSA), a statewide organization of publicly funded open space programs.  COSA, now in its 8th year, hosts an annual statewide conference, regular workshops on current topics throughout the year, and regular strand session meetings/trainings for the various professions within government open space programs (directors/managers, trails professionals, rangers, natural resource personnel, etc).   Conference participants not only include professionals from across the state, but also include those from New Mexico, South Dakota and Utah.  This kind of collaboration between agencies streamlines county government, enabling more efficient services to other agencies as well as to the public served.  Because of COSA, Larimer County received a National Association of Counties award in 2003.  Just this past year, K-Lynn initiated the COSA Leadership Program and serves as a mentor to help “grow” more leaders in open space and land conservation in the state.

K-Lynn is also an active board member for the Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts (a state-wide non-profit land conservation and stewardship organization), a founding board member of Our Land, Our Future (a statewide land conservation action committee), and on the steering committee for the Colorado Open Space Alliance (COSA).  Other enduring contributions include K-Lynn's growing participation in conservation legislation.  In 2006, K-Lynn was active in the passage of SB98 (open space sales tax exemption) and HB1361 (to increase the accountability of the conservation tax credit program) and testified before State Congress on the needs and impacts of these bills for government open space programs.  Most recently she has been asked by Great Outdoors Colorado to participate as a stakeholder for steering committee meetings taking place regarding the securitization of the Colorado Lottery.  K-Lynn will represent government open space programs state-wide. 

K-Lynn’s reach hasn’t stopped at the U.S. border either!  Living and working in a college town, K-Lynn is frequently looked to for advice and mentoring from young students.  She regularly speaks to classes within the Natural Resources Recreation and Tourism Department at Colorado State University.  Through her networking there, CSU researchers have asked Larimer County to be a "sister-city" for a similar sized and populated area in Mexico.  If successful, K-Lynn and her staff will mentor this Mexican city on creating and administering an open space program there.   

K-Lynn inspires, mentors, encourages and supports a professional staff of 10 individuals.  Within her staff K-Lynn has cultivated, strengthened and empowered recent college graduates to become sought after professionals within the conservation arena.  

K-Lynn speaks the truth and acts on principle and in an ethical manner.  She is authentic in her actions and decisions which is inspirational to others.  K-Lynn operates with a high level of emotional intellect and during crises or difficult situations keeps an even keel and professional demeanor.  K-Lynn makes the quality of life and recreation opportunities in Northern Colorado richer, the conversations for protecting significant resources and balancing appropriate public access more robust, and ensures the long-term viability of projects by investing the public in decisions and outcomes.  A philosopher has said, “Pure joy is where you find it!”  That’s K-Lynn!  She loves life and finds joy in it everywhere, giving herself enthusiastically to each task before her.  With K-Lynn at the reins, the Larimer County Open Lands Program has already achieved great success and is heralded in the state as an example of a highly successful organization.

A lifetime of achievement!  K-Lynn has focused her career and her life to furthering trail-based recreation, land conservation and natural areas stewardship.  She has relentlessly worked towards this goal with unparalleled passion to secure our natural heritage and special places for the next generation. We hope you will recognize K-Lynn’s outstanding lifetime of achievement in her field and wholeheartedly nominate her for the American Trails Lifetime Achievement Award!

