The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

___X  Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): M.C. Smith Associates and Architectural Group & Michigan State Parks and Recreation Division 

Contact Name (if different than above):  

Title: NA         Representing:  Project Management, Landscape Architecture
City:   East Grand Rapids                 State: Michigan                         Zip:  49506 


Phone: 616-451-3346      Fax: 616-451-1935       Email:  preinhold@mcsagroup.com 

Website: NA

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  Olson        First Name:  Ron

Title: Chief Representing: Michigan State Parks and Recreation Division

Address:  530 West Allegan Street,  P.O. Box   

City: _Lansing  State: Michigan Zip: 48909-7757 

Phone: 517-335-4824    Fax:  517- 373-4625 

Email: yaukp@michigan.gov  Website: www.michigan.gov
The 2008 National Trails Awards Nomination

Award Category, Planning/Design

Stegman Creek Historic Culvert Restoration

Fred Meijer/White Pine Trail State Park

Algoma Township, Michigan

In 1994, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Division (PRD), purchased and dedicated a 92 mile-long former Penn Central rail corridor in Western Michigan, now known as the Fred Meijer/White Pine Trail State Park.  This corridor included a circa 1885 fieldstone arch railroad bridge, which was constructed over a cold water trout stream, Stegman Creek.  When the trail corridor was purchased by the PRD, staff realized that the structure was on the brink of collapse and in serious and immediate need of repair. 

The M.C. Smith Associates of East Grand Rapids, Michigan, was selected to provide the Architectural and Landscape Architectural services to the State of Michigan to complete a structural and architectural analysis of the existing Stegman Creek Stone Culvert, and to carry out the restoration process. 

The scope of work included the following items:

· Tuck pointing 95% of the existing mortar joints.

· Structural wall and arch repairs, which included excavation of the existing soil and replacement with a composition of filter fabric, pea stone, and weep holes. The new composition relieved the excessive soil pressure, which caused the walls to bulge. 

· Cut and install additional new stones to replace missing stone on the face walls.

· Removal of existing vegetation around the culvert, which was causing structural damage to the walls and arch.

· Introduction of new vegetation to stabilize the surrounding slopes and protect the arch.

· Additional site improvements, including wing walls, to stabilize the adjacent slopes and provide viewing access to the arch from Algoma Township’s Trestle Park.

The stone arch structure is 75 feet long, 18 feet wide, and 15 feet high.  The restoration of the stone culvert followed the historic preservation standards as established by the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines Rehabilitation.  Many of the original fieldstones from the culvert were recovered from Stegman Creek, and those that could not be found were replaced by workers cutting new stone from the same local stone quarry that constructed the original wall.  Even the grout for the stonework was matched to what they believe the original color would have been when constructed.   

Prior to the construction of the Stegman Creek Stone Arch in 1885, a wooden trestle bridge carried train traffic over this creek.  This wooden trestle bridge was destroyed by 
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floods in 1868 and 1884, and survived three attempts by arsonists.  Because of these events, the Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad Company hired a local farmer, James House, to construct the stone culvert as a replacement for the wood trestle bridge.
Engineering and design costs for the project were $66,000.  Development Costs were $160,000, for a total project cost of $226,000.  Funding came from a combination of state and federal sources, including the Michigan Natural Resource Trust Fund and a Michigan Department of Transportation Enhancement Grant.  This project was substantially completed in 2006.

The Stegman Creek Stone Arch Culvert was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on September 24, 2001.

M.C. Smith Associates, and the Michigan State Parks and Recreation Division, deserve the 2008 National Trails Nomination Award in the category of Planning and Design for their commitment to preserving this Historical Landmark to established federal standards and guidelines with the goal to enhance this 92 mile-long rail trail corridor in Western Michigan.

