The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails
NOMINATION FORM
The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the

19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008.

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations is May 31, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~
AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)
 
 Lifetime Service Award
__X__ Planning/Design Award

 
 Best Trails State Award
 
 State-of-the-Art Technology Award

 
 Community Service Award
 
 Trails and the Arts Award

 
 Corporate Award
 
 Trails for Health Award

 
 Outstanding Media Award
 
 Trails Public Service Award

 
 Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
 
 Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

 
 Partnership Award
 
 Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): Rundell Ernstberger Associates, LLC

Contact Name (if different than above): Kevin Osburn, RLA, ASLA 

Title:
Principal 
 Representing: Rundell Ernstberger Associates, LLC
Address:
429 East Vermont Street 

City:
Indianapolis 
 State:  IN 
 Zip:  46202 

Phone:
317-263-0127 
Fax: 317-263-2080 

Email:
kosburn@reasite.com
Website: reasite.com 

NOMINATED BY:
Last Name:
Miser, AICP 
 First Name:  Lori
 

Title:
Administrator 
Representing: Indianapolis Dep. of Public Works 

Address:
1200 Madison Avenue, Suite 200 

City:
Indianapolis 
State: IN 
Zip: 46225 

Phone:
317.327.5269 
Fax:  317.327.8480 

Email:  lmiser@indygov.org
Website:  


The 2008 National Trails Awards - Planning/Design Nomination:

Rundell Ernstberger Associates and The Indianapolis Cultural Trail

In 2006 Rundell Ernstberger Associates, LLC (REA) was commissioned by the City of Indianapolis to prepare design and construction documents for the Indianapolis Cultural Trail, an innovative 8 mile urban trail and streetscape project.  Not just a pedestrian trail that happens to fall within city limits, this unique amenity is a truly urban experience.  Linking cultural and arts districts throughout downtown Indianapolis, the trail serves as a linear park, a pedestrian transportation corridor, an art gallery and a destination in and of itself.  By highlighting the profound history and uniqueness of downtown’s five cultural districts, the Indianapolis Cultural Trail will connect residents and visitors with Indianapolis’ distinctive attractions along an ever-changing landscape. 

In the words of Michael Crowther, President of the Indianapolis Zoological Society, “the Cultural Trail is destined to become the icon for the City of Indianapolis.”  Corporate and community leaders believe the Cultural Trail will act as the “tipping point”, the final piece that puts Indianapolis firmly in the consciousness of the rest of the country as a bold and innovative city.   Even though construction has just begun, it has already received significant local, national, and international media coverage and it has been hailed as a model for 21st Century urban design.  The Cultural Trail is supported by a large public and private collaboration led by Central Indiana Community Foundation and several major not-for-profit organizations. The City of Indianapolis is also a significant partner, helping to coordinate the impact on the city’s landscape. It is a special undertaking that will give generations of Indianapolis residents a stronger sense of ownership and pride in their city.

Rundell Ernstberger Associates was established in 1979 to provide land planning, urban design, and landscape architectural services.  The present staff includes six registered landscape architects and ten landscape architects in two offices in Muncie and Indianapolis.  As the lead design firm for the Indianapolis Cultural Trail, REA has led a multi-disciplinary team of engineers, graphic designers, and public space experts to produce innovative solutions to complex design challenges; embrace the participation of numerous public and private groups; and assist in the significant enhancement of recreational trail opportunities in the Indianapolis area.   As such, REA has demonstrated efforts worthy of the 2008 National Trails Planning/Design Award. 

The estimated $50 million multi-phase Indianapolis Cultural Trail project is funded by private donations and federal transportation funds and will span an estimated 5-year design and construction schedule. In order to bring continuity to the design process, REA facilitated a design workshop with the trail stakeholders that identified a palette of various trail materials and amenities and established parameters as to how they would be used.  This effort has proved invaluable in maintaining a consistent trail design and identity amid a variety of site conditions including historic districts and landscapes, commercial and residential streetscapes, community parks, the Indiana University/Purdue University campus and various street configurations. Design of the first phase began in 2006 with construction completed in 2007.  Design and construction documentation of two additional trail corridors has been finished with construction to be completed in 2008.  The final three corridors are currently in design with construction completion anticipated in 2010.  

REA’s design successfully accommodates the comfort and safety of the Indianapolis Cultural Trail user.  The trail is clearly delineated through a coordinated palette of unit paver materials, landscaping, site furnishings, lighting, and signage.  Intersection enhancements include curb extension plazas, custom crosswalk markings, and audible crossing signals.  These elements not only create an aesthetically pleasing trail experience, but help the user to navigate safely through the urban environment, while alerting those in vehicles to the presence of the trail.  The design further buffers the pedestrian from vehicular traffic through a series of linear plant beds and site furnishings repeated along the trail.  

The Indianapolis Cultural Trail is being constructed along existing city streets by narrowing or reducing traffic lanes to allow for an expanded sidewalk zone that includes both bicycle and pedestrian pathways. This undertaking requires a significant amount of coordination not only between the client and the design team, but also between a multitude of other parties such as utilities, various City of Indianapolis Departments, local businesses, historic preservations groups, neighborhood associations, local government officials, and the news media. REA has played an instrumental role in responding to the interests and needs of the various groups, while maintaining an aggressive design and construction schedule.  As well, REA has been an active participant at the public meetings that have been held throughout the design and construction process.    

In closing, the Indianapolis Cultural Trail is a study in how the urban trail can function in a new and innovative way.  Even before construction began, the trail attracted notice from designers, planners, think-tanks and trail enthusiasts.  In their own words:

"There's really nothing like this in the world. This is an astonishing and amazing vision that will transform Indianapolis."

Andy Wiley-Schwartz, vice president, Project for Public Spaces (PPS), an international not-for-profit dedicated to creating and sustaining public spaces that build communities, conducted a best-practices study of cities around the world with urban bike lanes and pedestrian paths.

"And score one for Indianapolis, which is embarking upon the biggest idea since Carl Fisher turned a Westside pasture into an automobile racetrack."

Bill Brooks, editor, Urban Times. November 2006. "A downtown dream comes true"

As lead of this unique project, REA has provided a fresh approach to the urban trail model backed by a thorough understanding of the construction process and the ability to work through the challenges inherent in building in an urban environment.  In recognition of their innovative design, we enthusiastically recommend Rundell Ernstberger Associates, LLC for the National Trails Planning and Design Award.

