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NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

___x_ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): _City of St. Petersburg_________________

Contact Name (if different than above): ___Joe Kubicki_______________________________
Title: __Director, Transportation and Parking_ Representing:  City of St. Petersburg, FL
Address:  __175 Fifth Street North__________________________________________________

City:  ____St. Petersburg__________________________ State:  FL_____ Zip:  _33701__ 

Phone: __727.892.5341____________________Fax: __727.551.3326___________ 

Email:  joe.kubicki@stpete.org_Website: http://www.stpete.org/transportation/index.asp
NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  __Petritsch________________________ First Name:  _Theodore_______________

Title:  _Sr. Transportation Engineer ___________ Representing:  Sprinkle Consulting, Inc___
Address:  _18115 US Hwy 41 North, Suite 600 City: __Lutz____ State: _FL_ Zip: _33549___ 

Phone: _813.949.7449____________________ Fax:  __813.948.1712______________________ 

Email:  _tap@sprinkleconsulting.com_ Website: www.sprinkleconsulting.com/transportation.html
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THE ST. PETERSBURG EXTENSION OF THE FRED MARQUIS PINELLAS TRAIL
The City of St. Petersburg recently completed a 3.1 mile extension of the Fred Marquis Pinellas
Trail from its current terminus west of downtown St. Petersburg through downtown to the Tampa Bay waterfront. Conceptual design of this extension began in summer of 2006 with an aggressive schedule of trail completion by spring of 2008. Conceptual design was completed by the end 2006 and final design begun in February of 2007. The Trail has been completed and the grand opening
will occur July 12 of this year (2008).  In addition to the ambitions schedule, the City had to
overcome numerous other operational and design challenges to develop the Pinellas Trail extension. The resulting Trail will provide an exceptional example for others wishing to provide trail
connections through their downtowns. BACKGROUND
The Pinellas Trail is a 34 mile rail trail in Pinellas County of west central Florida. It begins north of
Tarpon Springs and traverses numerous municipalities, including Clearwater, until it ends abruptly
on the west side of US 19 in western St. Petersburg. The terminus was simply a tee-intersection
with a sidewalk and no crossing of US 19, a six-lane highway serving 40,000 vehicles a day. Over
90,000 users as month use the Pinellas Trail – over a third of the weekday trips are commuter trips. THE EXTENSION PROJECT
The first challenge for the City was the crossing of US 19. An overpass is planned, but could not be completed in time to meet the aggressive schedule set by the City. Consequently, numerous other options were evaluated. These included bypasses to adjacent roadways and using a nearby existing high school access overpass. All options other than a temporary signal were found to be infeasible.
A temporary signal, however, required the approval of the Florida Department of Transportation.
To obtain this approval, the City had to work with the Pinellas County MPO to obtain special funding for an overpass and begin yet another aggressively scheduled project to design and
construct the overpass – one year from beginning design to bridge opening. This project is currently underway.
For 2.1 miles after crossing US 19, the trail was being developed over an abandoned rail corridor. Many of the property owners – primarily commercial and light industrial – had encroached onto the right-of-way. The old rail line actually passed through an existing building. The alignment
also ran between Tropicana Field (home of the Tampa Bay Rays baseball team) and one of its parking lots.  The City of St. Petersburg had these potential conflicts identified at the very first
stages of the conceptual design phase and began an assertive public outreach to find solutions to the
(in many cases perceived) conflicts with the property owners. In addition, the Trail alignment was maintained through the building and along the Tropicana Field property.
The abandoned rail alignment ended on the Tropicana Field property. While this would have been a good place for a trail terminus, the City wanted to extend the Trail an additional mile to
connect to the waterfront of Tampa Bay, passing right through downtown. First Avenue South was identified as the preferred corridor for the Trail. However, First Avenue was a four-lane, eastbound one-way street with limited right-of-way, numerous transit routes, heavy pedestrian traffic on the existing sidewalk, and on-street parking. To provide space for the Trail it was decided to reduce the roadway to three travel lanes, maintain on-street parking, and install a traffic separator between the parking and the Trail.
The City appreciated the challenges associated with the proposed cross section: several driveways would have to be redesigned; some on-street parking removed; interestingly, a Grand
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Prix course would have be to maintained across the Trail; bus patron access had to be maintained;
and there were numerous concerns about placing a two-way trail behind parking on a one-way street. Again, the City undertook a door-to-door outreach campaign along the corridor, working
with each property owner to ensure support for the final design. Design issues were addressed on a conflict-by-conflict basis: each bus stop was designed to address the requirements of the Pinellas County Transit Authority; each traffic separator was designed to maintain appropriate sight
distances to approaching traffic; special electronic signs alert motorists to Trail users; special geometric trail traffic calming treatments were installed at intersections to assure downtown- friendly speeds along the trail.
All along the Trail extension, innovative traffic control devices were used to ensure the safety and efficiency of trail and motor vehicle traffic operations. These include the use of use an experimental Pedestrian Hybrid (HAWK) Signal treatment at several roadway crossings and
intersection approach trail traffic calming treatments (called “guzus” by design staff). At one traffic signal all motor vehicle approaches are required to stop to allow Trail users to cross diagonally
across the intersection. The Transportation Research Board of the National Academies of the
Sciences selected this Trail and its innovative design treatments to be the subject of a paper and one
of three presentations on Context Sensitive Design at the TRB’s 2008 Annual Meeting. THE FINAL TRAIL
The Pinellas Trail Extension provides a great enhancement to the already walkable/bikable
downtown of St. Petersburg. Already a League of American Bicyclists recognized Bicycle Friendly
City, this extension further improve the City’s biking environment by providing a connection from
all of Pinellas County across US 19 into downtown St. Petersburg.  The Trail will provide non- motorized access from the previous Trail terminus to numerous recreational destinations including
(among others) the following: Tropicana Field,  Demens Landing Park, Progress Energy Park, and Pioneer Park.  By connecting to bike and ped facilities along Bayshore Drive the Trail provides further access to The Pier (a shopping and dining destination located on a pier on Tampa Bay), BayWalk, the Museum of History and the Museum of Fine Arts, and Vinoy Park.
For commuters, the Trail provides access to City Offices and the Bank of America office complex in downtown, to the light industrial areas west of downtown and across US 19 for students attending Gibbs High School.
A full landscaping and amenities plan was developed during the conceptual design phase of this project. Enhancement Funds have been applied for to realize this full plan. Some initial landscaping has already been completed for the downtown section of the Trail.
Along the route two new park/plaza areas are planned as part of the Trail’s development.
The City has maintained an old railway switch and is using it as the focal point of a rest area/park. Additionally, at the St. Petersburg Clay Company (located in the historic train station) the Trail alignment was altered to provide space for a plaza which could be used for arts sales or festivals.
The City of St. Petersburg is also working with the County Cultural Affairs Office to identify locations for public art along the corridor.
The St. Petersburg extension of the Pinellas Trail project truly represents an exceptional effort to create a premier trail facility to and through a vibrant and livable downtown – the results
are all the City intended and more.
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