The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

___X__ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): ____Norfolk Southern Corporation

Contact Name (if different than above): Mr. W. Bruce Wingo

Title: Vice President for Government Relations  Representing:  

Address:  1001 East Broad Street

City:  Richmond  State:  Virginia    Zip:  23219

Phone:                                   Fax: _____________________ 

Email:                                            Website: 

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  _Elton ___________________ First Name:  Joe_______________________

Title:  __Director_____                    Representing: Virginia State Parks

Address:  ___203 Governor Street, Suite 302_____________ 

City: ___Richmond_________________ State: _VA__ Zip: __23219______ 

Phone: __804-786-4377____ Fax:  ___804-786-9294________ 

Email:  __Joe.elton@dcr.virginia.gov_____ Website: ______www.virginiastateparks.gov__
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Corporate Award-Norfolk Southern Corporation

Norfolk Southern Corporation has partnered with state and federal agencies and local organizations within the Commonwealth of Virginia to develop over 285 miles of rails to trails projects.  Their corporate generosity has and will make it possible for millions of outdoor enthusiasts to enjoy healthy recreation and outstanding scenery.

Nationally recognized rails to trails projects include the 33 mile long Virginia Creeper Trail, managed by the George Washington and Jefferson National Forests, and the 57 mile long New River Trail State Park, managed by the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (VDCR).  Additional projects include the Staunton River Bridge Battlefield State Park and High Bridge State Park, managed by VDCR, and the Tobacco Heritage Trail in southern Virginia, which is a work in progress with the Roanoke River Rail to Trails organization. Norfolk Southern continues to provide technical assistance with infrastructure (trestle and bridge repairs) as well as historical railroad artifacts for trail side displays for New River Trail State Park.
Virginia Creeper Trail
One of Virginia's finest rail-trail, the Virginia Creeper National Recreation Trail occupies the bed of what was once a rugged mountain railroad between Abingdon and the Virginia-North Carolina border about a mile east of Whitetop Community.  The trail began as a Native American footpath. Later it was used by European pioneers including Daniel Boone. By 1907, W.B. Mingea had constructed the Virginia Carolina Railroad from Abingdon to Damascus.  The line was extended by Hassinger Lumber Co. to Konnarock and Elkland, NC. It hauled lumber, iron ore, supplies and passengers. It got its nickname "Virginia Creeper" from the early steam locomotives as they struggled slowly up steep grades. 

With about 100 trestles and bridges, sharp curves and steep grades, the Virginia Creeper was the quintessential mountain railroad. Crews faced wash-outs, rock slides and other hazards, but it was economics that sounded the line's death whistle. Having failed to turn a profit since the Great Depression, the Creeper ran its last train on March 31, 1977.

From Abingdon to Damascus, the trail right-of-way belongs to the two towns, but most of the actual land is private. The trail between Damascus and the North Carolina border, except for a short stretch through Taylor's Valley, is administered by the Mount Rogers National Recreation Area staff. 

New River Trail State Park

In 1986, Norfolk Southern donated 57 miles of abandoned rail road bed for the creation of the New River Trail State Park in Southwest Virginia. The New River Trail has been designated a National Recreational Trail and a National Millennium Legacy Trail. It runs along the New River for more than forty miles giving users extraordinary scenic views of this American Heritage River.  The park has 28 bridges, two tunnels, innumerable culverts and dozens of crossings.
 Staunton River Bridge Battlefield State Park
In 1993, Norfolk Southern donated the historic Staunton River Bridge and approximately 1 mile of abandoned rail bed creating a link between the Civil War fortifications on the southern side of the Staunton [Roanoke] River in Halifax County to the northern edge of the Town of Randolph in Charlotte County.  Opportunities may exist in the future for the inclusion of additional abandoned rail line to continue extending north toward the new High Bridge Trail State Park

High Bridge Trail State Park

The last passenger train to Farmville rumbled across High Bridge on October 26 2004, stopping for 45 minutes on the half-mile span more than 125 feet above the Appomattox River. The special five-car train carried local officials, representatives of state agencies and some nostalgic local folks who remembered when rail transportation was the most convenient way to travel through Southside Virginia. Riders admired the view and heard about the benefits of turning the 34-mile stretch of railroad right-of-way between Pamplin and Burkeville into a long, thin state park for hiking, biking and horseback riding. The stretch roughly parallels U.S. Route 460 and hopes are that it will again become a strong part of the community. In its new life, the rail line will be known as High Bridge Trail State Park. The rail-trail would connect Pamplin to Burkeville and run through Prospect, Farmville and Rice, each of which has unique history and assets.

The deed was transferred from Norfolk Southern to the Commonwealth of Virginia in December 2006. During the transfer, the Department of Conservation and Recreation got a VDOT grant and completed an engineering study, an environmental review and a property survey. Funds were also used to develop a master plan for the trail. Also, gates and signs have been placed to deter trespassing and unauthorized uses of the property.

An advisory committee of local residents was formed to guide state planners in developing a master plan for the new rail-trail park. One of the first steps in developing the master plan was developing tools to keep neighbors and others informed on what’s going on with High Bridge Trail State Park. This site and a local newsletter, the High Bridge Progress are just two of those tools. The Progress has answers to many of the questions residents have about the new park and its progress.

The committee met monthly from May through October 2006. Meetings held to gather public comment for consideration in the park's master plan also were held in August and October that year. After much work by the committee and thoughtful public suggestions, a master plan was adopted in October 2006. The Board on Conservation and Recreation and the legislature then approved the plan, which guides the park's development. 

The new rail-trail project has been embraced by the local governments in the area. Not only will the new state park offer recreational opportunities for its neighbors and other nearby residents, it will also serve as a draw to bring tourists into the area.

According to an economic study conducted by Chmura Economic and Analytics from Richmond, the new state park could draw as many as 114,000 visitors annually who would spend nearly $1.5 million in the surrounding communities. 

The purpose of High Bridge Trail State Park is to provide a premiere non-motorized, shared-use path for pedestrians, bicyclists, and horseback riders in the Heart of Virginia; to preserve and protect the historic, natural, and recreational resources along the trail; and to interpret the trail corridor to offer an understanding of the region’s historic events and their causes, impact and legacy to individuals, the community, and the nation in the full context of American history.

History of The High Bridge

The bridge was built in 1854 of wood-on-stone piers. High Bridge proved to be an important military objective for both the Confederate and Union armies during the final months of the Civil War. On April 6, 1865, prior to the battle at Sayler’s Creek, an advance detachment of Union troops was dispatched to burn the structure in an attempt to trap the Confederates east of the river. The Confederates, however, attacked and defeated the Union detachment; thereby, temporarily saving High Bridge and also the wagon bridge below it.
On April 7, General William Mahone’s division arrived at High Bridge as the rear guard of the Confederate troops with orders to burn the railroad and wagon bridges behind them to prevent the enemy from crossing at this point. Through some misunderstanding there was a delay before the Confederate engineer received orders to fire the two structures. The Union soldiers were able to quench the fire of the wagon bridge whose green timbers were slow in burning; however, High Bridge was rendered impassable. This act of negligence in the Confederate ranks resulted in serious problems and delayed the westward movement of General Robert E. Lee’s army, eventually resulting in the surrender at Appomattox Court House. During the years of Reconstruction in the South the South Side Railroad slowly began to overcome the ravages of the war and resume its operation. The four-span wooden superstructure of the western end of High Bridge was rebuilt. While the railroad bridge was impassable, a train would run to one end and horse-drawn conveyances would transport freight and passengers over the wagon bridge to meet a train at the other end. The original bridge was replaced by an all-steel structure in 1914, but the stone piers still stand next to it.

Eric Hougland, who has worked with DCR for 13 years, will manage the new High Bridge Trail State Park. He worked at New River Trail State Park, also a linear rail-to-trail park, for 10 years.  A small portion of the park will open this summer and the full trail is expected to open during the summer of 2009.

Tobacco Heritage Trail
“Roanoke River Rails to Trails has been working since 2005 to acquire 160 miles of abandoned railroad right of way from Norfolk Southern for the Tobacco Heritage Trail in southern Virginia.  Agency representatives have gone out of their way to help us preserve the historic corridor for a multiuse public trail.  Their cooperation has been essential for the successes we have had so far, and will continue to be important as we move forward.”

