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NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous
contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national
system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the
19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008.

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 —
May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award
winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.

~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document —

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

Lifetime Service Award Planning/Design Award
Best Trails State Award State-of-the-Art Technology Award
Community Service Award Trails and the Arts Award

__X_ Corporate Award Trails for Health Award

" Outstanding Media Award Trails Public Service Award
Outstanding Trail Sharing Award Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)
Partnership Award Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): _ALABAMA POWER COMPANY.
Contact Name (if different than above): KEITH BRYANT.

Title: KEITH BRYANT___ Representing: _ALABAMA POWER COMPANY .
Address: 600 North 18" Street,

City: Birmingham_ State: AL Zip: 35291

Phone: 1-888-430-5787_ Fax:

Email: KeBryanteSouthernCo.Com_ Website: _http://www.alabamapower.com/.

NOMINATED BY:
Last Name: _ LYON_ First Name: __IKE,

Title: SUPERVISORY PARK RANGER _ Representing: U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

Address: _8493 U.S. HIGHWAY 80 W_

City: HAYNEVILLE __ Stater AL___ Zip: 36040,
Phone: (334)872-9554. Fax: _(334)875-1603_
Email: cd Website: http://al-lakes.sam.usace.army.mil/
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Alabama Power Company is hereby nominated for the 2008 National Trail
Awards. When Mr. Fred Couch, a jeweler by trade but an avid canoer and kayaker, from
Calhoun County, Alabama began putting into action his vision for a scenic river trail in
Alabama, one of his first contacts was Alabama Power Company. Mr. Couch recognized
that for his vision to become success, he needed the cooperation of this large corporate
entity which manages six large lakes impounded by six power plants along the Coosa
River. Mr. Couch became connected with Mr. Keith Bryant and others within the
Alabama Power Company and together they identified portages around five of the six
Power Company dams.

Because the Alabama Power Company dams and power plants on the Coosa River
do not have locks for boat passage, portages needed to be identified whereby river
travelers could carry or roll on carts their boats to move from lake to lake. The Alabama
Power Company joined Mr. Couch’s vision very carly on, and was extremely cooperative
1o locate suitable portages where feasible. This was a complex assignment due to
security concerns and policies that have been put into place since the tragic 9-11 terrorist
activities. 1t was only through the key support and partnership with others the Alabama
Power Company and other agencies and volunteers together were successful in taking a
vision to reality in approximately cighteen months. The Alabama Power Company’s
corporate support of this water trail was instrumental in not only the development of the
trail, but its designation by Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne as a new National
Recreation Trail in its inaugural year of operation.

Mr. Bryant and others from Alabama Power Company hosted trail officials and
volunteers for meetings over the last eighteen months. They attended meetings and
worked diligently with trail developers to locate portages that could be approved. At
Alabama Power, they believe that by serving others in need, they serve themselves. That
is why they are involved in many community service projects to help those in our
communities who are in need.

Alabama Power Company supplied a seed grant which covered many of the trail
development initial expenses. Without their key support, it is doubtful that the grand
opening could have been held in 2008. Alabama Power Company is a good steward of
their state’s water. Whether it's a stream, pond, lake, river or ocean, as long as history
has been recorded, people have flocked to be near the water. And whether we seck
transportation, energy, food, or recreation, water meets our needs. So this corporate entity
treats water as one of our greatest natural resources — one they take great care to
understand, respect, and protect, and promote.

Itis with a great deal of respect, admiration, and appreciation that I am pleased to
nominate the Alabama Power Company for the National Trails corporate award. This
corporation is outstanding in every way.




