The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations is June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____  community Service Award

__X___ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


__ ___Trails for Health Award
_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_____ Trail Advocacy Award

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award 

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): The Friends of Oscar Scherer Park, Inc.
Contact Name (if different than above):  Robert Sendrey
Title: President        Representing:  The Friends of Oscar Scherer Park, Inc.
Address:  2877 Dalhart Ave.   City:  North Port   State:  FL         Zip:  34286
Phone: 941.426.7306         Fax: None 

Email:  robertsendrey@verizon.net           Website: None

NOMINATED BY:
Last Name:  Roche                            First Name:  John

Title:  Park Manager II  Representing: Florida Park Service, Oscar Scherer State Park

Address:  1843 South Tamiami Trail 

City: Osprey                                 State: FL                      Zip: 34229 

Phone: 941-483-5956                          Fax:  941-480-3007

Email:  john.roche@dep.state.fl.us  Website: www.FloridaStateParks.Org/oscarscherer/
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We are nominating The Friends of Oscar Scherer Park, Inc. for your prestigious Trails and the Arts Award.  This award recognizes outstanding public art projects, interpretive signs, or other creative structures associated with trail related improvements. Oscar Scherer State Park has almost 17 miles of trails that provide visitors, cyclists, hikers, runners, and wheelchair users an opportunity to see …the Real Florida™ in a great park.  


The Friends of Oscar Scherer Park, Inc. is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization that since its inception has worked beside park management to enhance a cultural and natural resource that is a “must see” destination for visitors worldwide.  The Friends have donated time and money for the conservation of the Florida scrub-jay and its habitat, details of which—to include com​prehensive videos and exhibits—are professionally displayed in a Nature Center they have built, staff and maintain.  


The Friends created one of the finest barrier-free nature trails in the country—THE LESTER FINLEY BARRIER-FREE NATURE TRAIL.  They constructed and actively maintain this trail, one of the first (and, in my opinion, the best) ADA-accessible nature trails anywhere.  This trail won state and national recognition when it opened, and it has recently gone through the Universal Trail Assessment Process (UTAP) by a team of park professionals to further enhance its value and usage. 


THE LESTER FINLEY TRAIL (named for a young man who was an active park volunteer who happened to be sight-impaired and who was killed by a hit-and-run driver) has interpretation in many mediums that reach all the senses for anyone traversing its length.  Speaker boxes, waterfalls (yes, in Florida!) scenic vistas, butterfly gardens, pamphlets, plant guides, self-guiding trail brochures, and interpretive signs; The Friends efforts to bring accessibility to our visitors are outstanding.


In addition, over the past two years they have improved the many miles of other trails in the park. They have constructed footbridges, purchased and added state-approved signage, updated the trail maps, and added numerous map boards with clear directions at every trailhead. Their most recent project was adapting our longest trail to intersect with and utilize part of a new “Rails-to-Trails” in Sarasota County—The Legacy Trail—which opened in April 2008.


The Friends of Oscar Scherer Park, Inc. has donated almost 25,000 hours of service and has spent more than $20,000 for signage, maps, brochures, and materials for posts and benches.  The value of their efforts is priceless, and the return will be tremendous. The Friends won the statewide “Project of the Year Award, 2006” for their work on the trails, and also won the statewide “Project of the Year Award, 2007” for the construction of a wheelchair accessible observation bench on the Yellow Trail overlooking Big Lake.

Respectfully submitted, 

John J. Roche, 

Park Manager, Oscar Scherer State Park

