The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails
NOMINATION FORM
The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the

19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008.

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~
AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)
 
 Lifetime Service Award
 
 Planning/Design Award

 
 Best Trails State Award
 
 State-of-the-Art Technology Award

 
 Community Service Award
__X__ Trails and the Arts Award
 
 Corporate Award
 
 Trails for Health Award

 
 Outstanding Media Award
 
 Trails Public Service Award

 
 Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
 
 Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

 
 Partnership Award
 
 Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): __ Arkansas State Parks 

Contact Name (if different than above): _________Greg Butts_____________________________
Title: Director__________________    Representing:  Arkansas State Parks 

Address:  Arkansas State Parks, One Capitol Mall 

City:  __Little Rock 
 State:  _AR 
 Zip:  __72201 

Phone: __501-682-7743 

Fax: 501-682-1364___________________
Email:  greg.butts@arkansas.gov_____________Website: http://www.arkansasstateparks.com
NOMINATED BY: Lynn M. Warren and Jay Miller__________________________________
Lynn-Landscape Architecture Specialist, Planning & Development
Title:   Jay- Program Services Administrator___   Representing:  Arkansas State Parks 

Address:  Arkansas State Parks, One Capitol Mall 

City:  __Little Rock 
 State:  _AR 
 Zip:  __72201 

Phone: __501-682-6937 (Lynn)/682-2187 (Jay) 

Fax: 501-682-1199 

Jay.miller@arkansas.gov
Email:  lynn.warren@arkansas.gov 
Website: http://www.arkansasstateparks.com
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Description
Arkansas State Parks has 121 trails within the park system totaling 341 miles including registered National Recreation Trails. The trails cover various types of trails from hiking, biking, equestrian, water to interpretive and include many barrier-free trails.
A listing of all the trails within the state parks system can be found on the web at:
http://www.adptfoi.com/Parks/Trails%20Inventory/State%20Park%20Trails.html
One of the highlights of visiting a park with the Arkansas State Parks system is to take part in an
interpretive event or visit the interpretive panels within a park. Many trails have various types of interpretive panels along the trails to further educate the user about the trail and the area.
We would like to nominate Arkansas State Parks for the Trails and the Arts Award. Some recent example trails for interpretative highlights include the following five trails:
1.   Cossatot River State Park-Natural Area - Waterleaf Trail (2003)
Description: Following ridges overlooking the Cossatot Wild and Scenic River, this trail provides barrier-free access and interpretation of the geology and forest of the Ouachita Mountains. This trail
begins at the east side of the parking lot in front of the Cossatot Visitor Center. The Waterleaf Trail is named for the unusual plant, Brown’s waterleaf, found there. The trail goes from the visitor center parking lot all the way down the slope to the river, but the barrier-free, paved portion with exhibits is
a 1/2-mile loop along the ridge top. The Cossatot area is quite rugged and this provides a trail into the
woods that everyone can enjoy. Photos – 6
2.   Crater of Diamonds State Park - River Trail (2004)
Description: Leading through the tall pine-oak forest of the Gulf Coastal Plain in south Arkansas, the River Trail at Crater of Diamonds State Park includes exhibits with graphs, photographs and touchable fish, leaves, and tracks that interpret the character of this forest right down to the banks of the Little Missouri River. Layout and design by state park exhibits artist Michael Huck; touchable sculptures by sculptor Linda Williams. The River Trail is a 1.2 mile wooded trail from the campground to the scenic Little Missouri River. 0.6 miles of the trail are paved, making it the longest wheelchair accessible trail in Southwest Arkansas. The unpaved section of the trail is easily walked. Photos – 5
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3.   Louisiana Purchase State Park Boardwalk Trail (2003)
Description: Exhibits along the boardwalk into the last headwater swamp of the Mississippi River Delta tell of the trees and wildlife of the swamp, and the fascinating history of the survey of the Louisiana Purchase Territory that began right there - opening the settlement of the American west. Art, layout and design for the exhibits were done by state park artist Melissa Smith. A 950-foot boardwalk leads to the beginning point (marked by a survey monument) from which the Louisiana Purchase was surveyed. The headwater cypress swamp is interpreted by signs and wayside exhibits along the boardwalk. This scenic walk is accessible to wheelchairs and is an excellent area for photographing scenery and wildlife. The site is a N A T I O N A L   H I S T O R I C    L A N D M A R K    and involves a land easement with the Natural Heritage Commission, Department of Arkansas Heritage. Length: 3/8 mile round trip, Wheelchair Accessible. Photos – 8
4.   Bull Shoals-White River State Park- Butterfly Garden Trail (2007)
Description: This, the beginning exhibit of a soon to be expanded barrier-free trail loop at Bull
Shoals-White River State Park is all about the relationship between butterflies and host and feeder plants, awakening an awareness of the sometimes overlooked, fragile, important relationships in the web of life. Photographs were taken by parks interpreter, Don Simons, art and design by state park exhibits artist, Michael Huck. Photos – 4
5.   Village Creek State Park - Trail of Tears exhibit panels (2008)
Description: These completed exhibits on Bell’s Route of the Trail of Tears that passes through
Village Creek State Park tell the story of Indian Removal as it affected the four of the five civilized tribes that used this route to move to new lands in Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Artwork by artists
from each of the four tribal nations and the panels were approved by each nation; layout and design by
state park exhibit specialist Keith Martin. The trailhead points are under design and the exhibit trailhead point will be completed in July 2008. This beautiful trail preserves the most dramatic remaining portion of the Trail of Tears. Called the Memphis to Little Rock Road (or Old Military Road), it was completed in 1829 and provided the first improved route between Memphis and Little Rock, and became a major route of Indian Removal for the four tribal nations of the Muscogee
(Creek), Choctaw, Chickasaw and Cherokee. Length: 2 1/4 miles. Photos – 7
Related photos on the trails mentioned above (30) will be uploaded to the American Trails website.
Nomination by Lynn Warren & Jay Miller, Arkansas State Parks
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