The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
__X_  Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): __Elise McAllister_______________

Contact Name (if different than above): _____________________________________________

Title: __Administrator______ Representing:  __Partners in Conservation_____

Address:  _______P.O. Box 298_____________________ 

City:  ________Moapa____________________ State:  _Nevada__ Zip:  89025___ 

Phone: ____775-864-2579_________________Fax: _________________________________ 

Email:  ____picorg@mvdsl.com________ Website: www.partners-in-conservation.com_______

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  ______Surface___________ First Name:  ___Cheryl________

Title:  __Park Planner__________ Representing: __Washoe County Regional Parks__________

Address:  __2601 Plumas Street___________________________________ 

City: ___Reno_____________________ State: _Nevada__ Zip: _89509__ 

Phone: ___775-823-6512___________ Fax:  775-829-8014_______________ 

Email:  __csurface@washoecounty.us_____ Website: _www.washoecountyparks.com__

2008 National Trails Symposium Award Nomination

Elise McAllister




Submitted by:  Cheryl Surface

Trail Advocacy Award-Nevada


Washoe County Park Planner

What does one do when they live in the rural community of Moapa, Nevada located in northeast Clark County along highway 168, just north of the Moapa Indian reservation near Mesquite, the largest community in the area?  Moapa is home to less than 1000 people.  If you are Elise McAllister, you resolve to protect and enjoy the beautiful resources right outside your own backdoor.  This incredible lady is the power behind Partners in Conservation (PIC).

Living in rural Nevada allows residents to explore their environment both utilizing motorized and non-motorized transportation.  OHV usage is high.  Elise has been an enthusiastic OHV user, and advocate for enhanced recreational opportunities.  She has been paramount is working with partner agencies locally to preserve and protect the precious resource available to rural residents.  Elise simply met a local State Legislature for coffee, which resulted in legislation being passed specifically awarding Partners in Conservation $250,000 to protect a sensitive OHV site, through managed use.  In a year of huge budget cuts, this was considered an amazing fete.  Amazing: Elise Mcallister!

PIC is an information conduit that fills the gap between rural communities and government entities; develops specific partnerships to resolve conservation, recreation, and public land issues; PIC also develops specific partnerships and administers common-sense projects that provide win-win opportunities for all involved.

Partners in Conservation (PIC) will be a lasting, permanent, and significant factor in enabling citizens of rural Northeast Clark County and other rural communities in Nevada and the West to take an active role in public land, conservation, and recreational issues.

PIC administers and facilitates common-sense conservation projects by matching specific tasks with appropriate organizations and by utilizing the skills, energy, and abilities of diverse groups through hands-on participation. Active involvement creates ownership; by actually doing the project, participants become part of the project.

When at all possible, PIC structures projects so that individuals volunteer and donate their time, transportation, and some equipment. Then, after successful completion, PIC makes a monetary donation to the non-profit organization the volunteers represent. This formulation provides much needed funding to community organizations and augments local economies while accomplishing worthwhile conservation projects.

Partners in Conservation believes that education enhances all projects and produces a deeper level of understanding. Understanding pushes the inability to see another's perspective aside and allows the development of positive relationships to begin. Successful projects accomplish much more than the 'good you see on the ground'.

Current Projects
Desert Tortoise Retrofit Fencing Project: 
	
	Tortoise-proof fencing is hung along busy highways to prevent desert tortoise road-kill and to provide additional safe habitat for tortoises adjacent to major transportation routes. Over 1100 individuals have installed over 86,000 feet (16 miles) and contributes almost 7,000 hours to date. 


GPS Roads Project: 
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	PIC, BLM, and volunteers from rural organizations work together GPSing routes, camp sites, trash, cattle-guards, signs, intersections, illegal hill climbs, and other features. This data will create an accurate and thorough database which is necessary for a designated road system and road management strategies, both of which are required BLM mitigation actions.


Desert Clean-up Project: 
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	Our Desert Clean-up Project is part of the BLM's Mojave Desert Restoration Project, one of nine projects in Nevada funded through President Bush's Cooperative Conservation Initiative. CCI projects focus on unique partnerships between government agencies and private organizations. PIC and rural organizations have removed well over 100 tons of trash from northeast Clark County public lands to date.


Gold Butte Back Country Byway Signage Project: 
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	This scenic byway travels through stunning desert landscapes, surrounded by unique geographical formations for 62 miles in the Gold Butte area. While the first third of the route is obviously a main corridor, the remaining portion increasingly becomes more remote, less clearly defined and devoid of signage. PIC and rural volunteers are installing BLM approved byway signs along the entire route to guide and assist sight-seers in enjoying the full magnitude of their visit. 


Perkins Ranch Clean-up: 
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	The Perkins Ranch lies adjacent to the Muddy River in Moapa, Nevada not far from the headwater springs. No longer farmed, part of the ranch was purchased for its environmentally sensitive qualities. However, decades of accumulated debris and rusty farm equipment cluttered several acres, so PIC partnered with the industrious Moapa Valley High School FFA (Future Farmers of America) to remove over 20 tons of trash, plus old vehicles, equipment and a storage trailer from the property.


Trees are S.H.A.D.E.: 
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	Ute V. Perkins Elementary School in Moapa, Nevada sits adjacent to busy State Route 168: so close in fact that the playground's perimeter fence is the only barrier between the hectic highway and the school. PIC and the school's staff worked closely together to design a creative buffer zone of trees, not only for safety, but also for much needed shade, a privacy screen, and a wind break from the relentlessly hot southwestern winds. Education and direct participation of the students further enhanced this project.


Bunkerville Elementary Adopt a Tortoise project: 
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	Staff of the JL Bowler Elementary School in Bunkerville, Nevada, PIC, and the Tortoise Group worked together assisting the students in their adoption of a tortoise. A tortoise habitat was built in the school's courtyard, grants and paperwork were submitted, and various educational projects took place so that students learned about the threatened desert tortoise, the Mojave Desert, and other desert creatures - all of which culminated in the official adoption of Shelly on June 6, 2002. 


