The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to June 30, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
_XX_Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): ______Kandee Haertel______________

Contact Name (if different than above): _____________________________________________

Title: __Director of  Development______ Representing:  ____Back Country Horseman___

Address:  ______P.O. Box 1367___________________ 

City:  ____Graham_________ State:  __WA__ Zip:  98338 -1367

Phone: ______888-893-5161_____Fax: ___360-832-2471____ 

Email:  ___peg2@mashell.com____ Website: ____www.backcountryhorse.com______________

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  __ Maxwell____________ First Name:  _____Denise__________________

Title:  ____President_________________ Representing: ______Illinois Trail riders______

Address:  ____4873 Indian Hills Dr.____________________________________ 

City: ______Edwardsville______________ State: __IL_ Zip: ___62025_________ 

Phone: ____618-656-1129_________ Fax:  ____________________________________ 

Email:  ____dmaxwell@ezl.com__ Website: __www.illinoistrailriders.com________

Kandee’s extensive lifelong experience with horses, trails and land conservation makes her an ideal candidate for an American National Trails Award.  Kandee is nationally known as a trails advocate, especially among the equestrian groups. Much of her adult life has been dedicated to preserving trails for equestrians by coordinating and educating the many partners and advocates of trails.  When Kandee is not astride her long standing trail companion a chestnut Paso Fino mare “ The Lady” she is working to affect every aspect of keeping and enjoying horses.  Before becoming affiliated with Back Country Horsemen as the Director of Development she served as Executive Director, Equestrian Land Conservation Resource (ELCR), Galena, IL.   Kandee has developed national and local networks and partnerships between horse owners, trail partners, and land managers in the private and public sector. By creating lasting alliances among various interest groups she has helped to build organizations from the initial idea-state into on-going realities.  Kandee is notorious grabbing the reins of a fledgling organization and teaching it to fly.  Regardless of her volunteer or employment status, her passion has always been to preserve trails and greenways for “All Americans”.   Equestrians from all over the United States recognize her efforts and hold her in high regard for all of her efforts. A large group of equestrians from numerous states have agreed to nominate her for this award knowing how much she has contributed and that there is still more to come as Kandee sets to work with the Backcountry Horsemen of America as Director of Development.

Kandee Haertel: Some achievements
· 1992  Co-founder of Trail Riders of DuPage County, Illinois (before 1993), Head of Trail Committee

· 1992- present  Published Author of Trail Education and Equestrian Trail information in journals, magazines, newsletters including Trail Rider Magazine and The Libertyville Sentinel

· 1992 – present  Guest speaker at numerous symposiums including the National Trails Symposium, Joint Ventures Partnership Conference, Equine Affaire/Ohio, the Southeastern Trails Conference and various horse fairs and annual meetings.

· 1993 – present Instrumental in promoting educational videos and materials on shared use trails including “In Their Shoes”.

· .Delegate of the Illinois Conservation Congress, Executive Committee of the Illinois Conservation Congress  (1993-2002)

· Trails Committee, American Endurance Ride Conference 

· Past Secretary & Member, Illinois Chapter, Rails to Trails (until 1999  when it disbanded)

· Past Director & Member, Horsemen’s Council of Illinois 

· Past President (1995-1998) & Member, Illinois Trail Riders (VP and Sec. 1974)

· 1996- Outstanding Volunteer Award, Illinois Department of Natural Resources for work on the 475 mile Grand Illinois Trail with bicycling and hiking partners.

· Member and Past Chairperson for the Illinois Greenways and Trails Council (1995-2007)

· 2000 - Executive Director, Equestrian Land Conservation Resource

· 2002 – Published Getting Organized, Creating an Equestrian Trails Organization, made presentations at American Trails Symposium, OVETS, & SETC 

· 2002 – Published Equestrian Economic Impact Analysis: How Your Community Benefits 

· 2003 - Presented Creating Advocacy Groups at the Joint Ventures, a national gathering of Federal agencies and their partners 

· 2004 – Received $15,000 from National Forest Foundation and other funding for the creation of ‘Trail Trotters’ program. 

· 2004 - Got ELCR listed for contributions through the Combined Federal Campaign. 

· 2006 – Coordinated Equestrians at American Trails Symposium in Iowa

· 2007 – ELCR received an American Trails Award for a ‘Winning Website’ that was developed just before Kandee left ELCR 

· 2007- Backcountry Horsemen of America’s Director of Development

LETTER OF SUPPORT:

Kandee Haertel
Kandee has been a horsewoman and a trail advocate since I have known her. We have been friends for many years. Our time together was limited as Kandee was always working on some

trail project. 

 She was a worker and leader in developing the trails of DuPage County in Chicago, Illinois.  She started the rescue work shop which trained first responders on the techniques used to handle horses in an accident. 

 

She was the involved with the Illinois Trail Riders organization, holding it together many times as it floundered. She believed that this organization was a great trail advocate for Illinois trails and worked very hard to keep it functioning.

 

 She attended meeting after meeting to support trails.

She rode her horse and a bicycle over the planned Grand Illinois Trail.  This trail went from

Chicago across the state along the Hennepin Canal to Moline and up along the Mississippi to Galena, Illinois, then across the state and connected to the Prairie Path and back to Chicago ; This was quite a feat. 

 

Then she went to work for the Equestrian Land Conservation and is now retired. But I can bet she is working on some trail and equestrian project. 

 

 In the past few years I have lost touch with Kandee put know she is spear heading another

project that has to do with trails.

 

I can think of no one that is more worthy of an award for trail development than Kandee Haertel.   

 

Sincerely, 

JoAnne Gernant

