The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations is May 31, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award

_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award

_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
__X_X Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 


_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): _____Redding Foundation

Contact Name (if different than above): __Brent Owen and Kim Hawkins___

Title: __CEO Representing:  _Redding Foundation

Address:  ________________P.O. Box 992483_ 

City:  _Redding  State:  ____CA___ Zip:  96099-2483______ 

Phone: _530-246-4144 fax: ____530-246-8738 

Email:  ________brentowen@sbcglobal.net Website: __NA___________________________

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  ___________Anderson_ First Name:  _Steven

Title:  __Field Manager____________ Representing: ___Bureau of Land Management,  BOI

Address:  __355 Hemsted Drive___________________________ 

City: Redding________________________ State: __CA____ Zip: ___96002_________ 

Phone: ___530-224-2102___ Fax:  ___530-224-2172_____________ 

Email:  _S1anders@blm.gov_ Website: _______www.blm.gov________

American Trails Award – Trail Advocacy Award

Nomination for Brent Owen and Kimberly Hawkins (Redding Foundation)

Redding, California

Name: Brent Owen and Kimberly Hawkins

Address: P.O. Box 992483 


Redding, CA 96099

Phone: (530) 246-14144

Nomination:

The BLM Redding Field Office nominates Brent Owen and Kimberly Hawkins of Redding for the American Trails Trail Advocacy Award for their ability to influence public policy (work with us to complete National Environmental Policy Act completion of planning) contributions of trail planning from layout, coordination with BLM staff primarily our cultural staff, funding for construction, and design for high quality, low maintenance, recreational trails in Shasta County, California.

Narrative:

Brent Owen and Kimberly Hawkins are principals in the philanthropic Redding Foundation, and have been volunteering for the BLM the last two years. They have been energetic volunteers and philanthropists, lending their time and expertise in the surveying, designing and building multiple-use recreation trails, primarily on BLM-managed public lands, in Shasta County. 

Their work and substantial financial contributions have resulted in increased outdoor recreation opportunities in a northern California community where population and demands for quality outdoor recreation experiences are steadily growing.  Shasta County population is approximately 200,000.

Working quietly and “behind the scenes” they have contributed approximately $100,000 of their own funds and donated time and services valued at more than $200,000 in these endeavors. They have each contributed more than 1,000 hours of their time during this period.

Brent, a former city planner and developer for over 30 years has applied his knowledge and experience in planning and engineering in building non-motorized trail systems in the Redding area.  Kim Hawkins has assisted Brent for the past 15 years, focusing largely on coordinating work by volunteers including “hosted workers” from the California Department of Corrections.  Without Kim’s management of the hosted workers and volunteers the trail projects would come to a quick stop.

Over the past two years, Brent and Kim have been responsible for mapping, designing and building 19 miles of trail in the BLM’s Interlakes Special Recreation Management Area north of the community of Redding.  These trails provide opportunity for hikers, mountain bicyclists and equestrians to enjoy the rugged terrain north of the city and to learn about its historic significance to the settlement of northern California.

Their work has been instrumental in the BLM’s ability to implement provisions of the Interlakes Special Recreation Area Management Plan, a publicly-supported document that calls for expanded recreational opportunities for “non motorized” users.

They are also responsible for designing and building four miles of new trails in the BLM’s Swasey Area of Critical Environmental Concern on the city’s west side, an area where recreation use also is increasing.

All of this work complements ongoing efforts by local, state and federal agencies and community organizations to develop an inter-linking trail system with providing area residents with recreation opportunities ranging from evening strolls on paved riverside paths to long, challenging mountain bike rides in the wildlands.  All of this contributes to the quality of life for Redding area residents and furthers local desires to create a recreation trails system that will add to the city’s appeal as a recreation focused tourist destination.

These two individuals have also been liaisons, bringing together interests from the Bureau of Reclamation, McConnell Foundation (a private philanthropic organization), the city of Redding and the BLM’s Redding Field Office to develop trails projects on lands with varying jurisdictions. They have tenaciously negotiated trail alignments on lands near Shasta Dam that had been previously off limits to the public.  Their unique ability to get work done, protect the environment, and add to the quality of life in Shasta County is unprecedented. 

The Redding Foundation, Brent and Kim, have supported the mission of the BLM by helping to protect natural resources, provide recreational opportunity and spread the word about the importance of local pioneer heritage.  They highly deserve recognition by American Trails. 

