The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM for Trail Advocacy and Trail Worker Awards

The National Trails Awards Program is one way American Trails recognizes the tremendous contributions of volunteers, professionals, and other leaders who are working to create a national system of trails for all Americans.

Please use this form to submit nominations for National Trails Awards, to be announced at the 19th National Trails Symposium Awards Banquet in Little Rock, Arkansas, November 17, 2008. 

Nominations should be made for actions that took place during the period between June 1, 2006 – May 31, 2008. See the American Trails website at www.AmericanTrails.org for previous award winners. The deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to  Wednesday, July 9, 2008.
~~ Instructions & Award Categories and Criteria can be found at the end of this document ~~

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)        _X_ Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): ____Mike Dulin__________________________

Contact Name (if different than above): _____________________________________________

Title: __IMBA Representative_____ Representing:  __Kentucky Mountain Bike Association___

Address:  ___1022 Caldwell Street__________________________________________________ 

City:  __Louisville_________________________ State:  _Kentucky____ Zip:  __40204_______ 

Phone: __(502)777-2029_____________________Fax: _________________________________ 

Email:  _fasterdulin@yahoo.com___________ Website: _________________________________

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  _Crowley_________ First Name:  _Dennis_____________________

Title:  __President________________ Representing: __Kentucky Trails Association__________

Address:  __1828 Deerwood Avenue________________________________________________ 

City: __Louisville_________________________________ State: _Kentucky_ Zip: _40205____ 

Phone: _(502)454-5601_________________ Fax:  ____________________________________ 

Email:  _dennis.crowley@win.net_________ Website: __www.kentuckytrails.org____________
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AMERICAN TRAILS 2008 TRAIL ADVOCACY AWARD:  KENTUCKY

NOMINATION OF MIKE DULIN

I met Mike Dulin for the first time last year on a work day for the Olmsted Parks Conservancy building a new trail in Cherokee Park, near my home in Louisville, Kentucky.  He had recruited a number of mountain bikers to work alongside the regular “Park Champions” volunteers, many of whom, like myself, are hikers.  As we worked, he and I talked about how the trail was being routed and designed.  It soon became clear that Mike is a champion of sustainable trail design and multi-use trails.  At the end of the day, we agreed that we should get together again and talk more about this subject, with the idea in mind that we could engage volunteers from both user groups in trail projects that would result in multi-use trails that were built properly.

The next time I saw Mike was at a focus group meeting with the planners of a new park system in a corridor of southeastern Jefferson County (Louisville), Kentucky.  This corridor, now referred to as “The Fork” is part of the proposed new 100 mile loop trail to be built around Louisville.  Participants from hiking, trail running, mountain biking, road biking, equestrians and canoeists were given an opportunity to give input to what they wanted to see in trails in the new park system.  At the end of this meeting, Mike asked Lori Redmon, the equestrian representative, and myself to work with him to provide the planners with “one common voice” from all three user groups.  We met a number of times with park planners afterwards.  

A month or so later, I was invited to a meeting of the “Kentucky Backcountry Horsemen” at Kentucky Horse Park in Georgetown.  Once again, Mike Dulin was there talking about sustainable trail design and shared use trails.  We both met Ginny Grulke, Executive Director of Kentucky Horse Council.  Afterwards, Mike proposed that the three of us work together as the non-motorized trail user groups to promote sustainable trail design and shared use wherever it makes sense to do so.  We began e-mailing and talking on the telephone to plan an event which would engage others from our user groups.  

Mike planned a workshop with exercises designed to focus on what we share in common and can all agree on as trail users, while accepting the obvious issues which often result in user conflicts on the trails.  We each invited 10 participants from our own user group for a morning session, then added representatives from the major land managers with trails systems in the state for an afternoon meeting.  This workshop was held at Natural Bridge State Park in Slade, Kentucky in February 2008.  The workshop was well attended.  The tone was enthusiastic, cooperative and non-judgmental.  A report from this workshop is attached.

The end result of the February workshop is the formation of the Kentucky Trails Coalition.  Its mission statement is attached.  Member organizations in this coalition are Kentucky Mountain Bike Association, Kentucky Horse Council and Kentucky Trails Association.

In March, Mike, myself and representatives from Kentucky Horse Council attended an open house at Mammoth Cave National Park to give a single voice input to proposed changes to trails use designation in the park.  We foresee working with land managers as they plan improvements or new trails to see that they are designed in such as a way as to maximize the experience of all designated user groups while minimizing user conflicts.

Dennis Crowley

Kentucky Trails Association

1828 Deerwood Avenue

Louisville, Kentucky 40205

dennis.crowley@win.net

www.kentuckytrails.org

