The 2008 National Trails Awards presented by American Trails

NOMINATION FORM

AWARD CATEGORY (please mark an ‘x’ next to one category only)

_____ Lifetime Service Award

_____ Planning/Design Award

_____ Best Trails State Award

_____ State-of-the-Art Technology Award

_____ Community Service Award
_____ Trails and the Arts Award

_____ Corporate Award


_____ Trails for Health Award

_____ Outstanding Media Award
_____ Trails Public Service Award 

_____ Outstanding Trail Sharing Award
X        Trail Advocacy Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

_____ Partnership Award 

_____ Trail Worker Award (1 per State, DC, PR)

NAME OF NOMINEE (person or organization): __Sally Aungier

Contact Name (if different than above): _____________________________________________

Title: ____Trail Development Chair___ Representing:  ________The Virginia Horse Council___

Home Address:  _2371 Three Bridge Rd_____

City:  __Powhatan, VA ___________________________________________ State:  __VA_____ Zip:  __23139-4421________ 

Phone: _804-379-9829_or 804-782-4812_______________Fax: 

Email:  __saungier at mindspring.com _____________________________ 

Website: www.virginiahorsecouncil.org/

NOMINATED BY:

Last Name:  _____Wampler__________ First Name:  Jennifer_______________________

Title:  ____Trails Coordinator__ Representing: ___VA Dept. of Conservation & Recreation

Address:  _203 Governor St., Suite 326 

City: __Richmond__ State: __VA____ Zip: ____23219________ 

Phone: ___804-786-9240____ Fax:  ___804-371-7899_ 

Email:  ___Jennifer.Wampler@dcr.Virginia.gov__ Website: www.dcr.Virginia.gov
This nomination acknowledges the work of Sally Aungier, a dedicated leader of the Virginia Horse Council, who has worked for many years to change state policy regarding equestrian accommodation in Virginia state parks.  Although the policies have changed over ten years of her leadership, the last year has brought her efforts to fruition through the development of equestrian trails and campgrounds at four state parks.

Sally devised a strategy for these policy changes and lobbied legislators and attended meetings for many years to get the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) to add equestrian trails and campgrounds to the recreational opportunities available at state parks.  She was a strong supporter and participant in the Horse Council's annual Legislative Trail Ride, and lobbied for the 2002 state park bond package that funded equestrian improvements in state parks.


She worked closely with DCR to educate management and park staff where equestrian use was accepted to design facilities and trailhead policies.  She also worked closely with the Horse Council and equestrians in general to ensure that park rules were followed and manure was managed.  

Each year, the Horse Council educates trail riders about trail etiquette, including the importance of avoiding trails after heavy rains.  This year, Sally helped put together an annual meeting and educational seminar that included sessions on developing and sustaining relationships with land managers and leaving no trace.  Many others had the opportunity for education at the August 2006 Southeastern Equestrian Trail Conference in Roanoke that Sally arranged almost single-handedly.  She also assisted with planning the educational tract for the Governors Conference on Greenways, Blueways and Trails to be held in conjunction with the Virginia Recreation and Park Society's annual conference in October.  Her outreach and education efforts are extremely important to ensure that land managers continue allowing horses on their trails. 

In response to Sally's sustained efforts, DCR agreed to partner on the construction and maintenance of equestrian facilities if volunteers who enjoyed the facilities would assist with building, maintaining and monitoring the trails.  DCR continues to provide support from the operating budget to upgrade trails, provide special signage, and replace bridges.

Within the past year, ground has broken on equestrian campgrounds at Douthat, Staunton River, Occoneechee and James River State Parks, providing an opportunity for riders to maximize their trail-riding experience by staying longer and enjoying extended and upgraded trail systems.

Sally is a reliable and consistent force for trail development across the state.  In addition to serving as Trails Development Chair for the Horse Council, she also serves on the board of BikeWalk Virginia/Virginia Trails.  She is also serving on the Virginia Trails and Greenways Task Force to plan for a statewide system of trails, and has helped develop a background paper on the proposed James River Heritage Trail. She also puts her back into trail building with the Powhatan Rider's Association.  Most importantly, she takes the message of her appreciation for nature and her love of trail riding directly to decision makers and policy makers to ensure that future generations will be able to enjoy what she has helped realize through her dedicated efforts.

